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DISCOURSES 

(AS AFFORDING THE AUTHOR THE 
FIRST OPPORTUNITY OF PUBLICLY 
TESTIFYING HIS ESTEEM FOR S0 BENE. 
VOLENT A CHARACTER, ANDHIS GRATE- 
FUL SENTIMENTS OF THE LASTING 
OBLIGATIONS CONFERRED UPON HIM 
BY HIS TRULY GENEROUS PATRONAGE 
AND FRIENDSHIP) ARE 
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F the following Diſcourſes are conſi- 
dered only as inſtructions calculated 
for my own particular congregation, they 
ſtand in need of no Apology ; it being the 
duty of every Miniſter of the Goſpel to 
inſtruct the people committed to his 
charge, according to the dictates of his 
own conſcience and the abilities God hath 
given him, whatſoever thoſe may be. 
But to extend the ſphere of his in- 
ſtruction; and by the aſſiſtance of the 
preſs to erect himſelf into a teacher of the 
Public at large, ſeems of right to belong 
to him alone, who is conſcious of a cer- 


tin ſuperiority of talents, to which I have 


not the leaſt pretenſions. I can only ſay 
and ſay truly, that, fervently deſiring the 
happineſs of my fellow- creatures, I have 
the cauſe of moral virtue and its only firm 
ſupport, the pure and rational Religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt very much at heart: and that 
| | I 


„ 
Tam ſtrongly perſuaded, if the ideas upon 


which theſe Diſcourſes, particularly the 


two laſt, are founded, were more generally 
adopted, it would contribute greatly to 
the promotion of that very important 
cauſe. 
Such a perſuaſion, even though it 
ſhould prove erroneous, will perhaps be 
admitted as a ſufficient excuſe for the pre- 
ſent publication, by the candid and the 
good: and about either the cenſure or ap- 
probation of others I am very little ſoli- 
citous. 55 | 
The Annotations. which occurred in 
tranſcribing the two laſt Diſcourſes being, 
ſome of them, extended to too great a 


length to be conveniently printed in the 
margin, are thrown together in the form 
of an Appendix and printed at the end of 


the third Diſcourſe. 


Tewkeſbury, E. E VANSON. 


July 20th, 1773. 
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The Man after God's own Heart. 
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DISCOURSE. I. 
Acrs XIII. 22. 

AND WHEN HE HAD REMOVED HIM, HE 
RAISED UP UNTO THEM DAVID TO BE 
THEIR KING; TO WHOM ALSO HE GAVE 
TESTIMONY AND SAID, I HAVE FOUND DA» 
VID THE SON OF JESSE, A MAN AFTER MY 


OWN HEART, WHICH SHALL , FULFIL ALL 
MY WILL. £7 


HE Scripture of the Old Teſtament, 

| St. Paul aſſures us, was all given by 
inſpiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 


inſtruction in righteouſneſs. And there is per- 
haps no part of thoſe ſacred Writings more re- 


markably calculated to anſwer all theſe purpo- 


ſes, than the Hiſtory of king David: whilit at 


the ſame time, there is ſcarce any, from which, 


as the Prophet Nathan foretold of it, the ene- 
mies of God, or which is the ſame thing, of re- 
vealed Religion, from the days of the royal 
Pſalmiſt to our own, have taken ſo much occa- 
ſion to blaſpheme. 6 
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1 have chime Choſen the words of the Text 


now before us for the ſubject of this Diſcourſe, 


with deſign to offer to your candid conſideration 
ſome remarks upon the general tenour of the 
life-of-this renowned Prince, which, I perſuade 
myſelf, tend entirely to remove the many 
fooliſh, as well as impious cavils and re- 
proaches, that have been moſt unjuſtly thrown 
upon Religion, on his account, 

The argument of Unbelievers upon this ſub- 
Jet, when ſtated in its utmoſt force, is this. — 
Upon the firſt inſtance of Saul's diſobedience to 
the expreſs command of God, the Prophet Sa- 
muel tells him, that inſtead of continuing the 
kingdom of Iſrael in his family, the Lord had 
ſought him a man after his own heart, and 
had commanded him to be captain over his 
people : meaning, as appears from the ſubſe- 
quent hiſtory, David the ſon of Jeſſe, who 
actually ſucceeded Saul in the kingdom, And 
St. Paul, ſpeaking of the ſame event in his diſ- 
courſe to the Jews of Antioch, ſays, that when _ 


God removed Saul, he raiſed up David to be 
the king of his people Iſrael, to whom alſo he 
gave teſtimony, and ſaid, viz. by his prophet 


Samuel, I have found David the ſon of Jeſſe, 
a man after my own heart, which ſhall fulfil 
all my will. Thus, ſay they, is David held 
out to the world, by the writers both of 


the Old and New Teſtament, as the man 


after 
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after God's own heart. — Let us now look 
into the life and conduct of this heavenly-dil- 
poſed man, and ſee how well it ſuits ſucha cha- 
rafter as is here given of him. 

In the early part of his life, before he had 
attained the throne, the Story of Nabal the 
Jezreelite affords us a ſtriking inſtance of his 
moſt cruelly revengeful diſpoſition z for it there 
appears, upon his own confeſſion, that, if it 
had not been for the flattering ſubmiſſion and 
iaterceſſion of Nabal's wife, who met him with 
an ample ſupply of the proviſions he ſtood in 
need of, he would certainly have put to death, 
both the man himſelf and his whole houſchold, 
only becauſe he refuſed to ſend, what David 
could have no manner of right to demand of 
him. And that we may be ſure, the ſame in- 
human ſpirit of revenge preſided in him to the 
laſt, (not to mention the caſe of Joab, who was 
himſelf a murderer,) we find him, even upon 
his dead-bed, direCting his fon Solomon to put 
Shimei to death; though by ſwearing to him, 
that he would not put him to death, he had 
made the man expe&, with reaſon, that his 
crimes againſt him were actually forgiven. 

But however unlikely a diſpoſition of this 
kind is to be acceptable to the infinite goodneſs 
and mercy of the Deity, theſe inſtances of unfor- 
giving revenge were not the moſt criminal part 
of David's conduct, The hard fate of good 
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Uriah repreſents to us the moſt hotrid crimes of 
adultery and murder, attended with almoſt 
every conceivable circumſtance of aggravation. 
Here we ſee a poſitive commandment of the di- 
vine Law tranſgreſſed; and one of the worthieſt 
and moſt faithful of his captains, who was at 
that very time hazarding his own life in defence 
of his ſovereign's perſon and kingdom, injured 
in the tendereſt point and higheſt degree poili- 
ble, to gratify his ſcandalous unbridled luſt : 
and another commandment broken, by the life 
of the ſame injured Hero being wantonly ſacri- 
ficed, in defiance of duty, gratitude and huma- 
ity, to prevent the vengeance or cover over 
the ſhame and ignominy due to ſuch compli- 
cated guilt. 

Can then a Prince of ſuch a character as this, 
(continue theſe objectors) paſs with any body 
for a man after God's own heart ? To call him 


ſo is blaſphemy againſt our Creator, and an in- 


ſult upon the common ſenſe of mankind : nor 
are writers capable of aſſerting ſo groſs and 
palpable a falſehood deſerving of the leaſt de- 
gree of credit in any thing. Beſides, if the Goſ- 
pel and its Miniſters deſcribe ſo revengeful a 
character, infamous too for adultery and mur- 


der as pleaſing to God; how can they pretend 


to preach to the world the very oppoſite virtues; 
and denounce God's ſevereſt vengeance againſt 
the commiſſion of all vices, whether of the 
fame or even a fainter dye ? 1 5 In 
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In anſwer to this ſpecious, and, on the firſt. 
view, formidable objection, it is uſually urged, 
1 that what rendered David particularly accepta- - 
f ble to God was his perfect obedience to all his 
commands, touching the ſeveral idolatrous na- 
tions of Canaan, (for want of which obedience 
in Saul, his family was avowedly rejected from 
inheriting the kingdom) together with an unre- 
mitted zeal in all his public actions for the ho- 
f nour of God; and a care to preſerve uncorrupt 
4 that pure worſhip of him, which he himſelf had 
| eſtabliſhed amongſt the Jews by the mediation 
of Moſes. That therefore the epithet given 
him by the prophet pertained to him chiefly, if 
not entirely, in his public capacity, as captain 
of the people of Iſrael, in which he was really 
_ unblamable. However, that even his moral 
character, as a private man, is very unfairly re- 
preſented by theſe objectors. For example, in 
the affair of Nabal's ungrateful churliſnneſs, 
the great thanktulneſs, which David, upon 
being brought to recolle& himſelf by Abigail's 
diſcourſe, immediately expreſſes both to God 
and her, for having prevented the execution 
of his revenge, is to the candid a much ſtronger * 
argument of the goodneſs of his diſpoſition, 
than an impetuous guſt of reſentment can be of 
inhuman cruelty in a young man ſo circum- 
ſtanced, upon receiving an opprobrious inſult, 
from one, who, according to r | 
lis 


king. 
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his own family, was greatly obliged to kim, 
only becauſe in his diſtreſs he had aſked a fa- 
vour of him, which he could always, but par- 


ticularly at that time, have very eaſily granted. 


And as to Shimei, if we conſider the part he 
took in the rebellion againſt David ; together 
with the unſettled ſituation of the kingdom at 


the time of that king's death; and that Solomon, 


after all, agreed to ſpare his life, on condition 
that he continued to live under his own obſer- 
vation, and never went out of Jeruſalem, we 
ſhall find reaſon to think, that there might be 
more of policy than revenge in David's direction 
to his ſon, and that from what he had himſelf 
experienced, he looked upon Shimei, as likely 
ro take part with Adonijah, or to join in any 
other treaſonaple practices againſt the new 


As to the crimes committed in the matter of 
Bathſheba and Uriah, no palliation is attempted 
ro be made of them. The prophet Nathan 
painted them to the guilty prince himſelf, and 


the Hiſtorian hath faithfully tranſmitted them to 


us, in ſo high-wrought a colouring, that there 
is no offering any apology whatever, But then 
we are reminded, that no man is free from fin, 
and that ſincere repentance is the only attone- 
ment we can make to God for any of our 
failings ; that according to the doctrine of the 
Goſpel, the truly penitent ſinner, be his offences 

of 
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of ever ſo heinous a nature, is ſure to be ac- 
cepted by his merciful creator : and that even 
the greatneſs of ſuch crimes as theſe, was at- 
toned for by the very ſincere and l pe- 
nitence of the royal offender. 

Yet ſtill, it muſt be confeſſed, this is not a 
ſatisfactory anſwer to the objefticn ; and reaſon, 
eſpecially illuminated, as it now is, by the glo- 
rious light of the Goſpel, will continue to ſug- 
geſt to us, that the life of him who hath any 
claim to the title of the man after God's own 
heart, ſhould be, if not abſolutly perfect, yet 


at leaſt unſtained with any one vice of thoſe 


heinous kinds, which mark the characters only 
of the moſt abandoned and infamous of man- 
kind. 

It is therefore well worth while to examine, 
whether the whole of this difficulty be not a 
mere deception ; and whether either the writers 
of the Old or New Teſtament, in the before- 
mentioned paſſages, were really ſpeaking of the 
perſon of king David. And I perſuade my- 


ſelf, that ſuch an enquiry will very fully con- 


vince us, that had not this part of the Sacred 


Hiſtory been, in general, imperfectly under- 


ſtood, the common objeftions of Unbelievers, 
far from ſeeming to gain ſtrength, as I fear 
they have done, from the unſatisfactory evaſive 
anſwers uſually made to them, would have ap- 
peared to be utterly without toundation, 


Who- 
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Whoſoever has read the writings of the Old 
Teſtament with the leaſt degree of attention, 
muſt know, that what is there ſpoken of the 
Father, eſpecially regarding future events, is 
ſcarce ever meant of the Father's own perſon, 
but is almoſt always prophetic of the will of 
Providence with reſpe& to the whole or ſome 
particular part of his poſterity.— Thus, for in- 
ſtance, the curſe of Noah upon his ſon Ham for 
his undutiful diſreſpect, which, by the way, is 
delivered not in the name of Ham himſelf, but 
of his firſt- born Canaan; and his bleſſing upon 
Shem and Japheth, for their dutiful reverence 
rowards him, evidently relate not to their own 
perſons, but are prophecies concerning the fu- 
ture ſtate of their ſeveral families, and the na- 
tions that were to deſcend from them. 

In like manner, when Abraham ſeparated 


from Lot, after their return out of Egypt, God 


bids him ſurvey all the Land of Canaan, north- 


ward and ſouthward and eaſtward and weſt- 
ward, for all the Land which thou ſeeſt, faith 


God, to thee will I give it, and to thy ſeed for 
ever. And again, walk through the land, in 
the length of it, and in the breadth of it; for 


I will give it unto thee: though as the martyr 


Stephen juſtly obſerves, God gave Abraham 


none inheritance in that land. But as it was 


afterwards fully explained to Abraham in a vi- 
ſion, the performance of this promiſe was re- 
ſerved 


1 
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ſerved till aſter his poſterity ſhould be delivered 


out of Egypt. 


So likewiſe the bleſſing of Iſaac upon his two 
ſons, if it be underſtood as prophetic of the fu- 
ture circumſtances of Jacob and his brother, in 
their own perſons, is notoriouſly falſe. For 
Jacob was ſo far from being a Lord over Eſau, 
that we find him ſervilely crouching for fear of 
him, and purchaſing a reconciliation with a very 


conſiderable part of his fubſtance : and whilſt 


Eſau continued to dwell like a powerful prince, 
the founder of the kingdom of Edom ; Jacob 
was fo far from enjoying what he had acquired, 
with comfort and happineſs ; that he was ſe⸗ 
verely puniſhed for the falſehood and deceit, 
with which he ſupplanted his brother, by a 
long continued train of domeſtic calamities and 
misfortunes ; and at laſt ended his days far 
from his native country, a ſtranger and ſojour- 
ner in the land of Egypt. But the prophetic 
bleſſing of Iſaac was very remarkably accom- 
pliſhed in the ſubſequent poſterities of his two 
ſons z; and therefore, according to the uſual 
purport of the ſcripture lauguage in ſuch caſes, 
it is with reaſon interpreted of them, and not of 
Eſau and Jacob themſelves. 

Many more inſtances of the ſame kind might 
be produced; but as theſe appear to me, am- 
ply ſufficient to ſatisfy every rational and impar- 
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tial enquirer, to mention more, would only be 
to abuſe your patience, 980 

Let us now examine the declaration of the 
prophet concerning David, which is repeated 
by St. Paul in the words of the Text, that God 
had found in him a man after his own heart, 
and that he ſhould fulfil all his will ; and fee 
whether it could have been intended of David 
in his own perſon, or whether according to the 
accuſtomed meaning, of the ſcripture-phraſe in 
the like caſes, it be not prophetic of ſome par- 
ticular offspring of David. 

What is here ſaid of ſettling the kingdom 
upon David, is evidently put in contraſt to the 


_ denunciation of God's rejecting Saul from being 


king. If therefore what is ſpoken of Saul on 
this occaſion, cannot be underſtood as limited 
to his own perſon, neither can the reſt be, with 
any ſhadow of reaſon, confined to the perſon 
of David. Now the prophet tells Saul, that 
becauſe he had rejected the word of the Lord, 
the Lord had rejected him from being king over 
Iſrael; and a little after, the Lord, ſays he, 
hath rent the kingdom of Iſrael from thee this day, 
and haih given it to a neighbour of thine that is 
better than thou. If this is underſtood literally 
and of the perſon of Saul, nothing can be more 
contrary to the truth. For the kingdom was 
ſo far from being taken from him on that day, 
and given unto David, that he continued to 


reign 
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reign for many years afterwards, and was in 
full poſſeſſion of the regal power to the day of 
his death: whilſt, in the interim, David was 
under the neceſſity of becoming a fugitive and 
vagabond, to ſcreen himſelf from the perſecu- 
tion of that very power, which, Samuel decla- 
red ſo long before, was transferred from Saul 
to him. It is impoſſible therefore to interpret 
this rejection as meant of Saul's own perſon, 
and very clear from all the ſubſequent circum - 
ſtances of the hiſtory, that neither Saul nor Da- 
vid nor even Samuel himſelf, underſtood it in 
that light, And fince it is evident that the 
rejecting Saul from being king, 1: only pro- 
phetic of the rejection of Saul's family, God's 
having found in David a man after his own 
heart, which is mentioned in the very ſame 
breath of the holy prophet, may very reaſona- 
bly be regarded only as prophetic likewiſe of 
God's finding that character in the family of 
David. Indeed I do not ſee how a prophecy 
reſpecting ſome future deſcendant from a par- 
ticular family, if ſuch deſcendant is to be 
diſtinguiſhed by any name at all, can avoid 

calling him by the name of ſome father of the 
family, who either preceded, or actually ex- 
iſted at the time of the delivery of the pro- 
phecy. e 
But there are other arguments to be drawn 
from Scripture, which ſeem to me to prove to 
: C 2 de- 
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demonſtration, that ſuch a character as this was 
neither meant nor underſtood of David himſelf; 
and clearly point out to us the very deſcendant 
of David who was really intended by it. 


Ihat David did not fulfil the will of God, in 
his moral conduct, we need not the exaggerated 
accuſations: of infidel objectors to convince us. 
The prophet Nathan made the guilty. prince 
himſelf ſufficiently ſenſible of his having incur- 
red the divine diſpleaſure ; and the. hiſtorian 
hath ſo particularly recorded the execution of 
God's vengeance denounced againſt him by the 
prophet, that there is no room leit for doubt 
concerning it. Indeed all that follows this cri- 
minal period of David's hiſtory contains ſcarce 
any thing but relations of his various miſery 
and diſtreſs, occaſioned by the vices of his own 
children: one of whom we find guilty of an in- 
ceſtuous rape, another of murder, and the 
royal father himſelf driven from his kingdom, 
in a rebellion headed by his molt darling fon, 
who not only took poſſeſſion of his throne, but 
alſo inceſtuouſly and publicly polluted his bed. 

Nor did his puniſhment. and domeſtic unhappi- 
nels end but with his life for we find him at 
laſt forced, before his death, to reſign the 
| kingdom to his intended ſucceſſor, as the only 
means of putting a ſtop to the rebellious uſurpa- 
tion of another of his undutiful ſons. 


Neither 
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Neither was David ever intended to fulfil the 
will of Providence even in his public capacity, 
though we ſhould confine that will within the 
narrow limits of the Moſaic diſpenſation, For 
even the Law of Moles, ſo far as it concerned 
the religious worſhip of the Jews, could not be 
compleated until the building of the temple at 
Jeruſalem, Moſes himſelf tells the people, 
that when they were gone over Jordan and 
dwelt in the land which the Lord would give 
them to inherit; then there would be a place, 
which God would chuſe to cauſe his name to daoe!! 
there *, and that thither they ſhould bring all 
that he commanded them; their burnt offer- 
ings, and their ſacrifices. Take heed to thy- 
ſelf, ſays he, that thou offer not thy burnt 
offerings in every place that thou ſeeſt, but in 


the place which the Lord ſhall chuſe in one of thy 


tribes *, there thou ſhalt offer thy burnt offer- 
ings and there thou ſhalt do all that I command 
thee. And, in another Chapter, thou mayeſt 
not ſacrifice the paſſover within any of the 
gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee ; 
but at the place which the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe 
to place his name in, there thou ſhalr ſacrifice 


the Paſſover. 


This 


That the Jews underſtood theſe expreſſions to refer 
to the building their temple at Jeruſalem, plainly appears 
from the words uſed by Solomon in his addreſs of bleſſing 

| | | - to 
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This eſſential part of the will of Providence 
was therefore ſutnciently known to the whole 
Nation of the Jews. And David from a 
jaudable deſire of ſeeing the religious ſervice of 
his God compleatly eſtabliſhed, communicated 
to Nathan his intention of building the ex- 
pected temple of the Lord. As a man, Nathan 
approved and encouraged the deſign ; but as a 
Prophet, he was obliged the very next morning, 
to acquaint the king, that the' honour of ac- 
compliſhing that part of the will of Providence, 
(though David had not then rendered himſelf 
unworthy of it, by the commiſſion of any 


to tie Peity at the feaſt of the Dedication, as they are re- 
corded both in the book of Kings and Chronicles. In 
2 Chron. vi. 4. &c. they ſtand thus, ** Bleſſed be the 
„Lord God of Iſrael, who hath with his hands fulfilled 
* that which he ſpake with his mouth to my father David, 
„ ſaying, ſince the day that I brought forth my people 
« cut of the land of Egypt, I choſe no city among all the 
tribes of 1ſrael to build an houſe in, that my name might be 
there, ncither choſe I any man to be a ruler over my 
„people Ifracl. But I Have choſen Feruſalem, that my name 
might be there, and J have choſen David to be over my 
« people Iſrael. Now it was in the heart of David my 
father, to build an houſe for the name of the Lord God of 
« T/racl ; but the Lord ſaid to David my father, for as 
« much as it was in thine heart to build an houſe fer my 
% ame, thou didit well in that it was in thine heart, 
© nothwithſtanding 7heu Halt nat build the houſe, but thy 
« fon which ſhall come forth out of thy loins, be Hall build 
« the houſe for my name. | 
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grievous crime,) was not deſtined for him, but 
reſerved for his fon, who did actually build the 
promiſed temple, and thereby fully compleated 
the will of God, fo far as it regarded the Mo— 
ſaic inſtitutions. 

But there is no warrant for our interpreting 
this expreſſion of fulfilling all tlie will of God, in 
any ſuch limited, confined manner. He may 
indeed, for the ſecret purpoſes of his inlinite 
wiſdom, on ſome occaſions diſtinguiſh particu- 
lar nations and even particular men: but when 
the whole will of God is ſpoken of, it mult be 
conceived to be as univerſal as his Providence, 
to extend to all the nations of the world, and 
all the ſons of men. God had, from the very 


fall of our firſt parents, promiſed mankind a 


Saviour and Redeemer, in whom all the Na- 
tions of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, who ſhould 
bring in univerſal righteouſneſs, and of conle- 
quence, univerſal happineſs and peace. No 
man therefore but this Meſſiah could poſſibly 
fulfil all the will of Cod; and therefore nothing 
more could be meant by the divine teſtimony 
which was given of David, than a prophecy, 
that this Saviour of the world ſhould be one of 
his offspring. | 

The promiſe of this univerſal bleſſing was at 
firſt general, and no particular family — — ex- 


pect the deſtined honour of fo glorious a deſcen- 


tant before Abraham; but to him, in reward 
of 
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of his unexampled faith and obedience, God re- 
vealed his gracious intentions towards his fami- 
ly; In thee, ſays he, ſhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleſſed, or as the very ſame promiſe is 
afterwards repeated, in zhy ſeed ſhall all the 
nations of the earth be bleſſed. In the prophetic 


bleſſing of Iſaac, the inheritance of this high 


honour is transferred to the line of Jacob, in- 
ſtead of Eſau; and in Jacob's prophecy of the 
future fate of his twelve ſons, it is aſſured to the 
tribe of Judah. In that extended latitude the 
hope of ſo great an honour remained, till the 
election of David to the throne of Iſrael, when 
the very terms, in which Samuel declares that 


election to Saul, are a prophecy, that the ex- 


pected Meſſiah, that man after God's own heart, 
who was deſtined to fulfil all his will, ſhould 


ariſe from that ſucceſſion of Princes, which 


God then thought fit to eſtabliſh in the family 
of David, and which, but for his wilful, ob. 
ſtinate diſobedience, would have been eſtabliſh- 
ed in the houſe of Saul. 

That David himſelf (and, we may reaſonably 


ſuppoſe, all the thinking part of the Jewiſh na - 


tion) underſtood the prophet's words in this 
ſenſe, is obvious, not only from his being for- 
bid to build the temple of God, but becauſe he 
was himſelf the chief Prophet of his own times; 
and the greateſt part of his Pſalms are evidently 
very deſeriptive prophecies of this Meſſiah, 

whom 
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' whom he always ſpeaks of in the firſt perſon, 


and, as Samuel had done before him, in his 
own name; though he fortells the miraculous 
reſurrection from the dead, (and many other 
circumſtances concerning the Meſſiah) which, 
in no ſenſe, related to his own perſon. But 
as St. Peter remarked to the Jews, * being a 
** prophet, and knowing that God had ſworn 
& with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins according to the fleſh, he would raiſe 
* up Chriſt to ſet on his throne ; he ſecing this 
<< before, ſpake of the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
© that his ſoul was not left in hell, neither his 
e fleſh did ſee corruption.” It is with the 
greateſt reaſon therefore that the author of the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews hath obſerved, that Da- 
vid ſpeaketh not of his own perſon, in the for- 
tieth Pſalm, but of the Meſſiah his promiſed 


ſon, when he ſays, ©* In the volume of the 


book it is written of me, that 7 ſhould fulfil 
* thy will O my God.“ 

That St. Paul alſo interpreted the words of 
Samuel as deſcriptive of the Meſſiah and not of 


David himſelf, is plain, from the immediate 


application, which he makes of them. For 
having, in the Text before us, quoted theſe 
words as ſpoken by God himſelf, ** I have 
found David the ſon of Jeſſe, a man after 
** mine own heart, which ſhall fulfil all my 
& will;” „of this man's ſeed,” adds the 


D Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, © hath God, accerding to his Promiſe, 
& raiſed unto Iſrael a Saviour Jeſus.” So. that 
he takes it for granted, the Jews acknowledged 
this teſtimony concerning David to be a pro- 
phecy, or which is the ſame thing, à promiſe, 
that God would' raiſe up the expected Saviour 
from the ſeed of that 15 It is true the 
Tranſlators of che New TFeſtament have, in 
the margin, referred us. to the eleventh Chapter 
of Iſaiah for the Promiſe St. Paul here alludes 
to. But if we turn 6 char prophecy of Tfalkh, 
it will only confirm us the more in the interpre- 
tation I have here preſume to give of it; for it 
contains a very circumſtantial account of the 
final completion cf the whvle will of Provi- 
_ dence, With regard to this world, by the pro- 
miſed Mefſiah, who is there metaphorically 
mentioned under the name of the ton of Jeſſe, 
as he had been before pointed out by Samuel 
under that of David the fon of Jeſſe. 
But if any doubt concerning theſe Paſſages of 
Scripture can ſtill remain, ſurely we cannot 
fail of being convinced by the words of God 
himſelt, who, upon the firſt public appearance 
of ſeſus Chriſt, in a miraculous voice from 
heaven, bore the very ſame teſtimony of him in 
his own perſon, that he had done before by his 
Prophets, in the name of his anceſtor David, 
„This is my beloved ſon, in whom I am well 
i . * or which to me ſeems to have pre- 
ciſely 
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ciſely the ſame meaning, * This is the man 
« after my own heart, wan ſhall ful6l all my 
„ pleaſure.” 

Thus, I thiak, it appears, that the whole 
charge of inconſiſtency in the holy Scriptures, 
with all the impious ſcofts and ridicule of Unbe- 
lievers, upon David's account, is founded only 
in their own miſapprehenſion of the Writings 
they undertake to criticiſe, And indeed I am 
ſatisfied, it will be ever found, when matters 
are brought fairly to an iſſue, that the Doctrines 
of revealed Religion (as they are really con- 
tained in thoſe ſacred Books) are founded upon 
the ſtedfaſt and immutable rock of truth, and 
will abide for ever. 

cannot prevail upon myſelf to cloſe this diſ- 
_ courſe, without treſpaſſing ſtill farther upon 
your patience, with a remark or two that ſeem 
naturally to offer themſelves, upon the ſubject 
of out preſent meditations. 

It is uſual with many people, (for what pur- 
poſe, is beſt known to God and their own con- 
ſciences) to take a peculiar delight in pointing 
out and aggravating the faults or foibles of per- 
ſons recorded in the Old Feſtament ; and load- 
ing their memories with reproach. By ſuch 
men, the character of the unhappy Prince, 
whoſe ſtory we have now been conſidering, is 
aways ſure to be treated with a particular ſe- 

D 2 verity. 


20 The Man after God's own Heart. 


verity. His innocent and even his meritorious 
actions are miſrepreſented as vices, or traveſtied 


into ridiculous follies : whilſt the many in- 


ſtances of his virtue, and the exemplary peni- 
tence and reſignation with which he underwent 
the ſevere puniſhment inflicted upon his real 
crimes, are conſtantly paſſed over in ſilence. 


But let us conſider, that ſuch a practice as this, 


js not only unchriſtian, but unreaſonable and 
inhuman. Whatſoever they were, they were 
God's ſervants and to their own maſter they 
have either ſtood or fallen: and if the divine 
Juſtice is ſatisfied for the actual ſins of any man, 
by his contrition and ſincere repentance and a 
patient ſubmiſſion to the temporal puniſhments, 
God ſees fit to inflict upon him; it were, ſure- 
ly, moſt unnatural in us, who are all fellow- 
ſervants of the ſame Lord, and all offenders 
againſt the ſame Juſtice, to take occaſion from 
the tranſgreſſions of any of our fellow-creatures, 
to vilify and defame even the living, much 
more to violate the aſhes of the dead. He in- 
deed who is himſelf without ſin amongſt us, is 
permitted by our bleſſed Saviour to caſt the firſt 
ſtone; but the nearer any one is to that quali- 


fication for a cenſurer or avenger, in imitation 
of his Lord and Maſter, the leſs ready will he 


be to paſs ſentence upon the offender. 


we 
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Me muſt obſerve alſo, that when we judge 
of the actions of men, who lived before the 
promulgation of the Goſpel, by the light in 


which we all ſee things, ſince that glorious illu- 


mination of the human mind, we try them by 
a very unfair, unequal ſtandard, Where there 
was no Law, as St. Paul obſerves, there could 
be no fin ; and there are many caſes in which 
they might be free from fault, and yet we in 
the ſame circumſtances ſhould be highly cri- 
minal. 

I have already taken notice, that revenge 
and a want of forgiveneſs of injuries, is one of 
the charges brought againſt king David : and 
it is true, that according to the Goſpel-Syſtem, 
there cannot be a diſpoſition of mind more diſ- 
pleaſing than this to our merciful Creator, 
or more criminal in his ſight; and the re- 
vengeful, unforgiving Chriſtian, in the very 
form of his daily prayers to heaven, ſues for 
vengeance on himſelf. But this improvement 
of morality, (which we all now find ſo agree- 
able to right reaſon, and yet, for the moſt 
part, practiſe ſo imperfectly) appeared a duty 
no where in the ancient world. The moſt ci- 


vilized amongſt the Heathen nations, the 


Greeks and Romans themſelves always ſpoke 
of a perſon's being puniſhed by another for 
any injury or offence, in the very ſame phraſes 
that they uſed to ſignify the payment of a juſt 

debt, 
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debt, as if it were but right in itſelf, and 
ought to follow of courſe. And if we examine 
the hiſtories of their victories over their ene- 
mies and compare them with conquerors of a 
modern date, we ſhall not only be convinced 
of the ſhocking cruelty, with which they pur- 
| ſued this maxim of puniſhing their enemies; 
but muſt, ſurely, from the reſult of the com- 
' pariſon in our own fayour, learn to reverence 
and love that amiable Syſtem of heaven taught 
morality, to which humanity is already ſo much 
indebted. And with reſpect to the Jews, 
whatever our bleſſed Saviour taught them to 
the contrary, he hath informed us, that the 
doctrine of thoſe of old time was, thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy. 

But it is not for us to palliate our own crimes, 
or to think highly of our own virtue, upon a 
compariſon with either Jew or Heathen, We 
have lights and inſtructions, with many helps 
and encouragements to duty, which were never 
vouchſafed to them; and to whom much is 
given, of them will the more be required, 


Thoſe who have ſinned without Law, we are 


told ſhall be judged without Law, and thoſe 
who have ſinned under the Law, ſhall be 
judged by the Law; and moſt aſſuredly the 
teſt of our judgment, will be the precepts of 
the Goſpel, 


God 
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God hath now held forth to mankind a per- 
fect model for their imitation, and actually 
ſhewn them The man after his own heart; and 
if we are deſirous in any wile to fulfil the will 
of our heavenly Father, and fecure ourſelves 
a title to his eternal favour, we mutt trom 
henceforth imitate, in the whole conduct of 
our lives, the Piety, Humility, Meekneſs and 
univerſal Benevolence of Jeſus Chriſt; and, 
as far as the utmoſt exertion of our abilities 
will carry us, muſt become pure as he was 
pure, and perfect as our bleſſed Maſter was 
perfect. 
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The Faith of Abraham. 


D ISCOURSE- H. 
Rom. IV. 22. 


NOW IT WAS NOT WRITTEN FOR HIS SAKE 
ALONE, THAT IT WAS IMPUTED TO HIM; 
BUT FOR US ALSO, TO WHOM IT SHALL BE 
IMPUTED, IF WE BELIEVE ON HIM THAT 
RAISED UP JESUS OUR LORD FROM THE 
DEAD. | 


"A NE of the great diſtinguiſhing cha- 
raters given to mankind of the 


Meſſiah in the prophetic Writings of 
of the Old Teſtament is, that he ſhould be 
anointed by God to preach the Goſpel unto the poor. 
And our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt not only ap- 
plied to himſelf the particular prophecy of 
Ifaiah, which contains that ſingular deſcription 
of the Saviour of the world, in his diſcourſe to 
the Jews in the Synagogue of Nazareth, andin 
his anſwer to the Meſſengers of John the Bap- 


tiſt; but the whole conduct of his public mi- 


niſtry was one remarkable completion of this 
characteriſtic prediction 0” God's anointed. 
E His 
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His friends and companions were, for the moſt 
part, choſen out of the lower ranks of life and 
the moſt illiterate of the people, and whenſoe- 
ver his hiſtory informs us of his preaching the 
Goſpel, we at the ſame time read that he was 
furrounded by multitudes of the poor, unlearned 
commonalty. 

Indeed, if this had not been the method of in- 
ſtruction intended and actually uſed by divine 
Providence in publiſhing the gracious revelation 
of his will to the world, inſuperable objections 
would have ſtood in the way of it's being re- 
ceived as the word of God. Becauſe nothing 
can be more evident than, that, all mankind 
being equally related to their heavenly Father, 
and equally entitled to the benefits of his pro- 
vidence, his goodneſs and mercy ; if the Goſpel- 
diſpenſation had been addreſſed more eſpecially 


to the great and learned, and it's doctrines 


ſuited to the comprehenſion of their improved 
capacities alone, it would have been ſuch an 
inſtance of partiality and favour to a few of his 


creatures, in preference to a very large and 


much more valuable majority of them, as could 
never have been reconciled either to the wiſdom, 
Juſtice or paternal goodneſs of our almighty 
Creator, Whereas by adapting the language 
of his divine inſtructions to the underſtanding 
of the moſt illiterate, and conforming the 


doctrines of revealed religion to the abilities of 
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the poor and ignorant, as well as of the wiſe 
and learned, he hath at all times ſhewn himſelf 
the merciful common Father of all mankind, 
and uniformly maintained the character which 
he hath ſo repeatedly given us of himſelf, that 
he is no reſpecter of perſons. 

Whether therefore we conſider the inſepara- 
ble attributes of the Deity ; the general, ac- 
cuſtomed methods of his Providence over the 
affairs of men ; the prophecies of holy Scripture 
concerning the full and final diſpenſation of his 
will under the promiſed Mefliah ; or the per- 
fect completion of thoſe predictions in the per- 
ſonal conduct and Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; every 
reaſoning man will find cauſe to be abundantly 
ſatisfied, that the doctrines of that revelation, 


which our moſt merciful father hath vouchſafed 


to make to us in the Goſpel, every article, 
which is eſſentially neceſſary to the perfection of 
our Chriſtian Faith, muſt be ſuch as the pooreſt 
abilities and loweſt degrees of human under- 


ſtanding are very well able to comprehend (a). 


And for that reaſon it muſt be likewiſe evi- 
dent to every one, who does not wilfully turn 
away from, or ſhut his eyes againſt the light of 
truth, that if there are any religious inſtructions 
at any time delivered to us, which are not only 
unintelligible and abſolutely incomprehenſible 


to the labouring and illiterate orders of men, 


but ſuch as even men of the greateſt knowledge 
E 2 ... "6 - 
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and learning have never in any age been able to 
agree in the meaning of ; they can never be 
the doctrines of that plain aad intelligible 
Syſtem of Religion, which was ſo peculiarly 


preached by our great Lord and Maſter to the 


ignorant and the poor. 
But though we can never hope to find what 


the true faith of a Chriſtian is, by conſulting 
_ thoſe logical Syſtems and Profeſſions, which 
have been drawn up by School-divines in ages 
of the groſſeſt ſuperſtition, and are expreſſed in 


a mere ſenſeleſs jargon of words, which no 
mortal ever did or can underſtand ; yet we may 
with great eaſe, perſpicuity and ſatisfaction 
trace it out, 'in the plain and univerſally intelli- 
gible leſſons which are taught us in the holy 
Scriptures. And fince it is of the utmoſt im- 
portance to us to be poſſeſſed of the right 
Faith, becaule St. Paul aſſures us in the words 
of the text, that if we are ſo, it will be imputed 
to us for righteouſneſs, as it was heretofore to 
Abraham the renowned Father of the faithful; 
my purpoſe in this diſcourſe is to take occaſion 
from this part of the great Apoſtle's letter to, 
the Romans, to point out to you in what the 
true faith of the holy Goſpel is ſaid to conſiſt by 


the firſt inſpired teachers of our Religion; and 
the only means by which any man can 


effectually teſtify that he really hath the true 
Chriſtian faith, 


The 
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The word which we tranſlate faith, ſignifies 
ſometimes belief and ſometimes truſt and confi 
dence ; and the very ſame word which in the 
original language of the New Teſtament is uſed 
in ſome places to expreſs the act of believing, 
is uſed in others to denote the act of truſting, 

It is this double ſignification of the word 
Faith, the abuſe of which hath laid ſuch end- 
leſs grounds for religious difputes and contro- 
verſies amongſt Chriſtians, to the great detri- 
ment and perverſion of our moſt holy Religion, 
and the rendering the plaineſt doctrines, that 
ever were taught, the moſt perplexed and 
puzzling. 

In the reference however, which St. Paul in 
this and ſeveral other paſſages of his Epiſtles 
makes to the faith of Abraham, as a pattern 
of the true faith in us, we may find a clue 
whereby to extricate ourſelves, from the ſcho- 
laſtic labyrinth of religious error ; and to diſtin- 
guiſh which kind of faith it is, that will entitle 
us to merit in the ſight of God; and procure 
us that high degree of the divine favour, which 
we are informed was the happy lot of the faith- 
ful Patriarch of old. EN 
When, after the diſperſion of the inhabitants 
of the earth at Babel, the different nations, 
which by that ſeaſonable interpolition of divine 
omnipotence were eſtabliſhed throughout the 
world, had en from the rational know- 

ledge 
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ledge of the true God, and fallen into the groſs, 
but too natural abuſe of religious worthip, by 
idolatry and corrupt ſuperſtition ; it pleaſed our 
almighty Creator to ſelect one family, in whoſe 
deſcendants his name and the uncorrupt idea 
and remembrance of him might be preſerved 4 
amongſt men : from whence, as from a foun- 3 
tain of light and knowledge, at the appointed 
time, which his infinite wiſdom and providence 
had thought fit to predetermine, the pure 
ſplendour of reaſonable and true Religion ſhould 
. ſhine forth with increaſed luſtre, and enlighten 
al! mankind, 1555 | 
The immediate object of this gracious purpoſe 
of the divine will, Moſes informs us was 
Wl. Abraham, And to convince the world, of what 
ih without ſuch viſible proofs none but the great 
ſearcher of hearts himſelf could have known, 
that he was altogether worthy of ſo honourable 
a choice; and at the ſame time to hold out to 
the imitation of mankind in all ages an exam- 
10 ple of that true religious faith, which alone can 
0 render us acceptable in his ſight, God com- 
[718 manded him to withdraw himſelf immediately 
from the idolatrous infection which had ſeized 
upon his own family ; to abandon his friends 
and native country, and throw himſelf entirely 
upon the ſupport and protection of his almighty 
Providence, which would direct him to a part 


of the earth where he ſhould ſojourn, and which 
| his 
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his . poſterity ſhould inherit, would bleſs and 


proſper him and make him a great nation, and 
in his ſeed all the families of the earth ſhould 


be bleſſed. 


Upon hearing the terms of this divine 
covenant the great Father of the faithful did 
not heſitate a moment, but notwithſtanding the 
ſtrong and natural attachments he muſt in- 
evitably have had to places, cuſtoms, friends, 


all the various, cloſe connexions, which he 


could not but have formed, in the courſe of a 
life of above ſeventy years, he readily relin- 
quiſhed all, obeyed the heavenly ſummons and 


_ departed as the Lord had ſpoken unto him, 


Above twenty years the Patriarch wandered 
about, ſojourning ſometimes near one city, ſome- 
times near another, bleſſed indeed with great 
affluence of domeſtic wealth, particularly in 
thoſe firſt articles of natural riches, flocks and 


herds and much cattle ; but without receiving 
any landed inheritance, even /o much as to ſet his 
foot on; and with ſo little appearance of having 


any regular deſcendants like the reſt of his 


kindred, that his wife who had been always 
barren, was then of ſuch an age as to make it 


impoſſible, according to the courſe of nature, 


that ſhe ſhould ever bear a child. 


In theſe circumſtances God repeated to him 


aſſurances that he would fulfil the whole of 
thoſe promiſes, which he made when he firſt 


called 
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called him out of his native country ; informed 
him that it was not his intention to derive the 
famous nation he had foretold him of, from 
Tſhmael, who was the only ſon he then had, 
but that the barren, the ſuperannuated Sarah 
ſhould the year following bear him a ſvn, whom 
| he ſhould name Iaac"; ; and with Iſaac, ſays 
God, will I eſtabliſh my covenant for an ever- 
laſting covenant and with his ſecd after him. 

As a ſeal and ſign of this covenant on the 
part of Abraham and his polterity, he ordains 
the rite of circumciſion, and commands the 
Patriarch with every male of his family to re- 
ceive this token of his covenant in their bodies, 
and to obierve it through all ſucceeding genera- 
tions. In this AA ene alſo Abraham de- 
monſtrated his implicit faith in God ; he ſtag- 
gered not through any diffidence at the natural 
deadneſs of Sarah's womb ; but was fully ſatis- 
| fied that what omnipotence had promiſed, it 
both could and would perform; and therefore 
that he might on his part be entitled to the 
completion of it, the hiſtorian tells us, he in 
the ſelf ſame day ſubmitted himſelf and his 
whole houſhold to the painful inſtrument of 
_ circumciſion, as God had ſaid unto him. 

The ſucceeding year, we find, brought him 
his predicted ſon, the long-wiſhed for earneſt 
and inheritor of the promiſed bleſſing. And 
when we conſider the great and glorious pro- 
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ſpects that he had been declared heir to; the 
age of both his parents and the many extraordi- 
nary circumſtances with which his birth had 
been attended, we cannot but conclude that, 
the natural affection of a father for a ſon, an 
only ſon, the glory, hope and comfort of his 
declining age, muſt have been felt by Abraham 
for ſo uncommon a child in the higheſt degree 
poſſible, Yet aftera few years had elapſed, in 
order to manifeſt the perfection of that religious 
faith which is propoſed for our imitation, God 
was pleaſed to put it to a much ſeverer trial than 
any it had yet undergone, he commanded him 
to conduct this only, this beloved ſon to a par- 
ticular mountain, and there to offer him up for a 
burnt ſacrifice (6), 

The tender feelings of humaaity, the heart- 
rendings of a loving Father, and the hopeleſs 
proſpect according to all natural appearances of 
any other ſource of the deſired poſterity, joined 


4 all to make this heavenly command the hardeſt 


trial, that human virtue can well be imagined 
to undergo. But they could not ſurmount the 
firm and ſtedfaſt virtue of faithful Abraham. 


He conſidered, that, tliough he could not fa- 


thom the decrces, nor underſtand the counſels 


of infinite wiſdom, it was impoſſible for God 
to lie, and that the ſame unbounded power, 


which firſt formed man from the duſt of the 


ground, which had ſo unexpectedly and mira- 


F culouſly 
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culouſly given that very life, which he had now 
commanded to be taken away, could reſtore it 
again even to the aſhes of the burnt-offering it- 


ſelf, and ſtill fulfil that everlaſting covenant, 


which he had ſworn to eſtabliſh with Iſaac and 
his ſeed after him. He did not heſitate there- 
fore even upon this trying occaſion ; but with- 
out delay prepared dutifully to obey this hard 


command of God. 


This was the kind of Faith, which, St. Paul 
tells us, was imputed to Abraham, and which, 
if we likewiſe have it, will be imputed unto us 
for righteouſneſs. | 

We ſee then, that the Faith preached up to 
us and recommended by the great Apoſtle, 


does not ſignify the profeſſion of our Belief in 


any propoſition reſpecting the nature of God; 
nor in declaring our approbation of any form 
of words whatever, intelligible or unintelligi- 


ble; but in a full aſſurance that the things 
which God hath ſpoken, he will infallibly per- 


form, in a firm truſt and reliance upon the 
goodneſs and providence of our almighty Crea- 
tor, and a ready and exact obedience to all his 
plain commands. 


Happy had it been for mankind, if this 


doctrine of the Apoſtle had been at all times 
preached by the teachers of the Chriſtian 


Church! We ſhould not now lament the ſad 
FR of our wy Religion, which at preſeat 
pre- 
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prevails in every country of Chriſtiandom. 
We ſhould not ſee thoſe numerous and daily 
inſtances of iniquity, which are now viſible in 
the lives of thoſe who profeſs to believe the 
Goſpel, and call themſelves after the name of 
Chriſt. Nor ſhould we have been fo lately 
told (c), upon the authority of one of our own 
Legiſlators, that the influence which Chriſtiani- 
ty hath over its Profeſſors is ſo inſignificant, 


that their moral virtues in general are no greater, 


and in ſome reſpects even not ſo great as thoſe 
of Mahommedans or idolatrous Heathen. 

The grand Antichriſtian cauſe of this truly 
deplorable evil is, that later Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, in order to maintain and propagate 
the particular theological opinions of them- 
ſelves, or that ſe& of Chriſtians under whoſe 
banners education, intereſt or inclination had 
prompted them to inliſt, have entirely changed 
the doctrine of the Chriſtian Faith; and inſtead 
of that ſincere truſt and confidence in God and 
his Chriſt, which can be manifeſted only by a 
faithful obedience to the moral precepts of the 
Goſpel, they make the whole of Faith to con- 
ſiſt in the verbal profeſſion and acknowledg- 
ment of the truth of thoſe opinions. By theſe 
means, the very firſt principles of our Religion 


are corrupted. It is therefore no wonder, its 
moral efficacy upon the lives of its Profeſſors 


is for the moſt part abſolutely deſtroyed. 
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In the firſt age of the Goſpel, St. James de- 
fies a man to ſhew him his Chriſtian Faith, 
without the works of moral righteouſneſs; and 
ſays, I will ſnew thee my Faith by my works : 
but had he lived in later times, he would have 
been toid, that be mult have ſhewed his Faith 
by his words; or elſe all the works of the 
_ Goſpel would profit him nothing: and he would 
have found, that though he did his utmoſt to 
practice every virtue of Chriſtianity, if at the 
ſame time he happened not to agree exactly in 
opinion with thoſe wao ſtyle themſelves the or- 
thodox, he muſt have experienced their angry 
reſentment in this lite, and in a moſt unchari- 
table auticipation of judgment have heard him- 
ſeli condemned by them to everlaſting perdi- 
tion in the life to come. He would have ſeen 
many of thoſe who think themſelves and are 
accounted the only true Chriſtiaus, ſo zealous 
about matters of ſpeculative opinion, which 
made no part of the Faith of the great Father 
of the faithful, as not even to ſpeak of ſuch as 
differ from them with temper or common de- 
cency ; and withal fo indifferent about obe- 
dience to the expreſs commands of God, in 
which the diſtinguiſhed merit of Abraham's 
faith ſo notoriouſly conſiſted, as to live in 
friendly familiarity and acquaintance with thoſe 
whoſe lives are one continued breach of the mo- 
ral precepts of Chriſt's Goſpel. 5 

5 If 
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If a diſpoſition and a behaviour like this my 
Bretheten be ever aſcribed to a zeal for God, 
believe me, it is very far from being a zeal ac- 
cording to knowledge. 

Lock ound upon the public conduct of men 
in every age and rank aizongſt us, and view 
the dreadtul effedts, which theſe notions and 

theſe practices have had upon the general mo- 
rals of the people, in direct oppoſition to the 
true Spirit, and the ſole end and deſign of our 
holy Religion. 


The plain words of the third commandment 
are, thou ſhalt not us the name of the 


« Lord thy God in vain.” And the expreſs 


injunction of our bleſſed Maſter is, „ ſwear 


« not at all.” Yet, do not the bulk of all 
ranks of people, from the Peer to the Peaſant, 
from the matureſt age to liſping infancy, live 


in ſcandalous and continual dilobedience to this 


well-known command of God and jeſus 
Chriſt : and ſtill hope, that, by virtue of their 
Chriſtian Faith, they ſhall be ſaved my faith- 
ful Abraham ? 

Our Almighty Creator hath formed us with 
no natural appetites and inciinations which he 
did not intend we ſhould gretity ; and therefore 


the holy Scriptures repeatedly afiure us, that 
marriage was ordained by God himſelf, and is 

the very ſtate for which he created a difference 
of ſexes. The general uſe of it is, in its very 
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in theſe places of public worſhip, and join in 
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nature, not only beneficial, but abſolutely nec 
ceſſary to the ſupport and exiſtence of the 
human ſpecies. And on theſe accounts itis al- 
ways mentioned in ſacred Writ as approved in 


the ſight of God, as well as honourable before 
all men. But to prevent the obvious, innu- 


merable miſchiefs and exceflive evils, which 
muſt inevitably ariſe to ſociety from an unlaw- ” 
ful and promiſcuous intercourſe between the 
ſexes, in the ſeventh Commandment of the Old 
Law, (according to that interpretation of it, 
which God himſelf hath given us by Jeſus 


Chriſt,) not adultery only, but fornication alſo, 


and even the very cheriſhing immodeſt and un- 
chaſte defires, are forbidden by our divine 
Lawgiver : and the repeated language of the 
Goſpel is, whoremongers and adulterers God 
« will judge ;“ and * they who do ſuch 
&© things, ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
« heaven.” Yet in defiance of all thoſe awful 
menaces and plain commands, there never was 
a time in the moſt licentious ages of the ancient 
Heathen, when theſe baneful vices were more 
generally practiſed, than they have long been, 
by all orders of people amongſt ourſelves. And 


ſtill fuch tranſgreſſors preſume to call, and I fear 


too, to think themſelves Chriſtians; and, 


wahilſt they continue to pollute the courts of the 


Lord's Houſe, by their unſanctified appearance 


the 
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the repetition of the legally eſtabliſhed creeds; 
though their lives clearly demonſtrate, that 
they have not one ſpark of that kind of Faith, 
which ſhone ſo conſpicuouſly in the dutiful, 
obedient Patriarch, ſeem to perſuade both 
themſelves and others, that their mere pro- 
feſſion of Belief will prove equally meritorious 
With his truſt in God; and that the orthodoxy 
of their religious opinions, will not only be im- 
puted to them for righteouſneſs, but will even 
be of efficacy ſufficient to atone for a life of 

wickedneſs and actual diſobedience. 
The ſame remark might be extended to many 
popular and common fins, particularly the ſin 
of drunkenneſs and intemperance; a vice which 
conſiſts in the moſt ungrateful abuſe of thoſe 
good things that Providence hath vouchſafed to 
men, for their rational uſe and benefit and 
medicinal aid, to the perverſion, or perhaps the 
temporary annihilation of that ineſtimable ta- 
lent of reaſon, for every moment's uſe of which 
we muſt render an account to God. A vice not 
only highly criminal in itſelf, as being a direct 
tranſgreſſion of the cleareſt and moſt explicit 
precepts of Chriſt's Goſpel, but which is known 
| Inevitably to lead to many other vices; and 
hath in different inſtances occaſioned almoſt. 
every the moſt ſhocking crime of which our 
nature is capable. Yet how many or/hodox pro- 
feſlors of Chriſtianity are there ! who repeatedly 

and 
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and even habitually commit this complicated 
fin themſelves, or at leaſt encourage, excuſe 


and palliate it, in their friends and acquain- 
tance, and as if their actions ſhewed them to be 


as faithful ſervants and obedient ſubjects to God 
as Abraham himſelf, have the unaccountable 
confidence to hope, that Gar Faith, like mw 
will fave them. 


But my Bretheren be not deceived ; God will 


not thus be mocked. The end of our holy Re- 


ligion is, not to put us upon giving verbal ex- 
planations and definitions of ſuch things as pals 
man's underſtanding, about which, the . beſt 
may err, and the wiſeſt can only ſee through 
a glaſs darkly ; but, to teach us in our actions, 
to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly. 

Our firm truſt in and entire reliance upon 


| God, for the promiſes of heaven and eternal 
| happineſs, - and even of temporal bleſſings, 


which he hath made us in Chriſt Jeſus, is the 
only true and meritorious Faith of a Chriſtian ; 


and this Faith cannot be made manifeſt, nor 


indeed be ſincerely poſſeſſed, without a regular 
and conſcientious obedience to all the moral laws 


and precepts of our bleſſed Maſter. 


Sinful and fooliſh men, who want virtue to 
obey the pure dictates of Chriſt's religion, or 


have not courage and reſolution enough to 


break through the vnreatoundle cuſtoms and 


impious 
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impious practices of a diſſolute world, may for 
the preſent palliate their own or others vices, 
with the common: place ſuggeſtions of the 
trailty and infirmities of human nature, and 
perſuade themſelves, that a mere ſpeculative 
belief in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, will atone 
for all their habitual and wilful tranſgreſſions 
of his commands. But when they ſhall be 
ſummoned to appear before his juſt and impar- 
tial tribunal, they will find themſelves dread- 
fully miſtaken. 

No wiſe and honeſt man will profeſs to be- 
lieve more than he hath rational and ſufficient 
grounds to be convinced of ; and no man can 
help believing whatever his mind is rationally 
convinced of; but for that very reaſon, there 
can be no merit in any man's belief. The very 
Devils we are told believe and tremble ; and 
ſince ſpiritual Beings, without doubt, have 
much clearer conceptions than men, they muſt 
alſo have much juſter notions of the nature of 
the incomprehenſible Deity, than we, in our 
preſent ſtate, can have. But is there one in all 
this audience, who thinks, that this Belief, and 
the rightneſs of opinion in evil ſpirits will be 
imputed to them for righteouſneſs? Surely 
not. The whole merit of either men or angels 
conſiſts alone in their uniform, willing obe- 
dience and ſubmiſſion to the great Lord of 
heaven and earth; and all other things, when 
G weighed 
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weighed in the balance of the heavenly ſanctua- 
ry, are trifles light as air, which will avail us 
nothing in the day of judgment, 

If, at that great audit, we wiſh to receive 
our portion with faithful Abraham, we muſt 
prove the ſincerity of our Truſt in God, as he 
did, by a conſtant unremitting obedience to his 
holy precepts. By the plain doctrines of the 
Goſpel, all the-duties, which God hath enjoined 
upon us, are now univerſally made known, 
and if we know theſe things, happy indeed ſhall 
we at length be, if we do them. But without 
a life of pure morality, and a conſcientious per- 
formance of the amiable duties of our Chriſtian 
profeſſion, whatſoever may be the articles of 
our creed, whatſoever our unfeigned opi- 
nions about heavenly things, we ſhall, at that 
day, be abſolutely diſowned and rejected by 


our holy Redeemer ; and when we have the 


greateſt need of his mediatorial countenance and 
protection ſhall hear him ſay, I know you not, 


depart from me ye workers of iniquity. 


The 
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NEVERTHELESS, THE FOUNDATION OF GOD 
STANDETH SURE, HAVING THIS SEAL, THE 
LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS. AND 
LET EVERY ONE THAT NAMETH THE NAME 
OF CHRIST DEPART FROM INIQUITY. 


Have ſomewhere met with a Fable, which 

ſuppoſes, that divine Providence once con- 

deſcended ſo far, as to attend to the diſcon- 
rented murmurings of an Huſbandman at the 
irregularity of the weather and the uncertain 
viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons; and in order to 
| puniſh his ingratitude and, at the ſame time, 
convince him of his ignorance and folly, per- 
mitted him, within the extent of his own 
grounds, to command the wind, the rain and 
the fair weather, and manage them as himſelf 
thought fit. The event, the Fabuliſt informs 
us, had well nigh proved fatal to the blind de- 
luded Farmer. He ſoon found, that the cri- 
tical moment for a beneficial change of the 
EG G 2 ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon depended upon many circumſtances un- 


| ſeen and unthought of by him; for want of 


being timely apprized of which, in ſpite of all 
his care, his crops univerſally failed : and to 
prevent his total ruin, he was forced, at length, 
to throw himſelf upon the gracious mercy and 
inexhauſted goodneſs of heaven; ſolicit pardon 
for his former diſcontent, his impious and ab- 
ſurd preſumption, and requeſt that God would 
immediately reſume the management of the 
weather into his own almighty hands. | 

As the end propoſed by our Creator in the 
various Changes of the Atmoſphere (according 
to the genera] courſe of his providence) is, to 


purity the air, fertilize the ground and give us 


healthful and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladneſs ; ſo in thoſe gracious 
terms and glad tidings of ſalvation, which are 
offered to our faith and practice in his revelation 
of our holy Religion, the great end in view is, 
to enlighten the minds and purify the hearts of 
men; amend their tempers and diſpoſitions 
and make them yeild a fruitful harveſt of good 
works and moral righteouſneſs; the only means 
of their attaining happineſs, either temporal or 
eternal. 

If then we underſtand this apologue in an 
allegorical ſenſe, and conceive the providential 
management of the weather to repreſent the 
means employed by God himſelf in his diſpenſa- 


tion 
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tion of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; and that by 
the diſſatisfied, preſumptuous huſbandman, are 
ſignified the human governours of the Chriſtian 
Church in the fourth and ſucceeding centuries ; 
it will appear to have been, in a great meaſure, 
very exactly realized. 

Our bleſſed Saviour is called the true light, 
that enlighteneth every man, that cometh into 
the world. It is therefore blaſphemy againſt 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, to ſuppoſe, that thoſe words of Faith and 
Doctrine which were preached by this meſſenger 
of the new covenant and his immediate Apoſtles, 
which are contained in the holy Scriptures, and 
are univerſally clear and intelligible to every ca- 
Pacity, are not of themſelves ſufficient to pro- 
duce thoſe beneficial ends of righteouſneſs and 
ſalvation, which the providence of almighty 
God propoſed in the promulgation of the Goſ- 
pel. And it is the moſt abſurd impiety, by 
exchanging thoſe plain and obvious doftrines, 
for the ſilly and oftentimes unintclligible gloſſes 
and interpretations of erring men, to take tne 
diſpenſation of revealed Religion out of his 
hands into our own ; and leaving the ſolid 
rock, on which the Chriſtian Church was ori- 
ginally founded by its divine architect, to crect 
Churches upon the treacherous, ſandy founda- 
tions of human wiſdom and authority, Yet 
even in St, Paul's days, we find, this myſtery 

of 
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of iniquity began to work. In thoſe early times, 
many profeſſed believers of the Goſpel were 
drawn away themſelves, and ſeduced others 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt Feſus ; and 
from an over-weening attachment to their former 
prejudices, vainly and wickedly attempted to 
amend the ways of omniſcience itſelf, and ex- 
plained the doctrines of the Chriſtian revelation, 
according to the groundleſs phantaſies of their 
old philoſophy or ſuperſtition. 

After the death of the Apoſtles, this un- 
reaſonable and profane humour encreaſed {till 


more and more, till, at length, the Kings of 
the earth being converted to the profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity, thoſe teachers who chanced to 


have the greateit influence over them, in order 


to ſupport that particular mode and ſpecies of 


| Religion, which accorded with their own pre- 


judices and opinions, ſet up the temporal power 
and authority of the kingdoms of this world, 
in oppoſition to the ſpiritual authority of Jeſus 


Chriſt ; and eſtabliſhed ſyſtems of belief, and 


terms of Chriſtian ſalvation, which are no 
where to be found in the writings of the New 


Teſtament, and which differ widely indeed 


from thoſe plain and ſimple principles of reli- 
gious Faith, that were received and taught the 
world by the infpired preachers of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, 


From 


F 
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From that unhappy period, the providence 
of almighty God, perhaps to puniſh the im- 
pious arrogance and preſumption of mankind, 
by the various miſeries, which their forſaking 


his doctrines for the commandments of men, 


hath unavoidably drawn upon them; and 
thereby, in time, to convince them, by their 
own experience, of the madneſs as well as im- 
piety of endeavouring to change or amend the 
counſels of his unerring wiſdom ; hath thought 
proper to permit the profeſſed teachers of our 
Religion, to take the diſpenſation of the holy 
Goſpel out of the hands of his anointed, and to 


propagate the Chriſtian Faith on ſuch grounds 


only as they were pleaſed to dictate. 

The effects of this prepoſterous arrogance 
have really proved as fatal in the moral, as the 
fable ſuppoſes it to have been in the vegetable 
world. When religious faith is founded upon 
the opinions of men, it muſt be an inexhauſted 
ſource of ſtrife, contention and diſpute ; be- 
cauſe ſo long as there are different men, there 
muſt be different opinions in the world. The 


firſt evil conſequence therefore, which followed 


the preferring human interpretations of the 


word of God before that infallible word itſelf, 


was to root out all that brotherly love and unt- 
verſal benevolence, which our bleſſed Saviour, 
hath made the only diſtinguiſhing mark of his 


true diſciples; to ſplit the members of Chrilt's 
- body 


_— | 15 RR —Eᷣ„—t — 4 — r 
A — —_— — — © - — 


- Cy wi 


» m_—_— 
rr 


ma 
A. 


1 
** 
14 
+ 
= 
* 


—— — — 


g. ] ͥ ͤw0--w—Ww-.rw;ĩͤ„ꝙ,ůẽ 


48 The Seal of the Foundation of Goa. 


body into numerous ſects and factions; and 
make them deſpiſe, hate, perſecute and 
even deſtroy their bretheren who differed from 
them. | 


And if under the name and maſk of Chriſtiani- 
-ty, they could thus tranſgreſs the grand and 
18 fundamental law of Charity, the very vital 
| principle of our amiable Religion ; it cannot be 
8 ſuppoſed that the people in general paid a 
greater regard to the other moral precepts of 
the Goſpel. It is too melancholy a truth that 
they did not, And there never were any vices 
amongſt the gentiles, who, as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes it, lived without God in the world, 
which have not ever ſince been, and are not at 
this time practiſed in every country of Chriſtian- 
dom. Nay, if we may judge from our own 
caſe, the morals af thoſe, who are called 
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1 Chriſtians, grow daily worſe and worſe, Rob- 
if bery and even murder itſelf becomes every year 
1 more frequent; and to the black lit of envy, 
: pride, hatred, malice, drunkenneſs, forni- 
| cation, and adultery, there are now added 
5 thoſe ſhameful, unnatural luſts and vices, which 
1 once drew down the miraculous vengeance of 
4 heaven upon the guilty land of Sodom and 
1 Gomorrah. 55 : 

Since then by ſad experience we find that 
g Religion, as it hath heretofore been received 


«amongſt us, is unable to reſtrain men from 


the ſe 
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theſe dreadful crimes, to which the certain 
wrath of God is declared to be due; itis ſurely 
high time for us to imitate the prudent conduct 
of the repenting huſbandman in the fable, ro 
aſk forgiveneſs of our paſt folly and impiety, 
reſtore Religion to thoſe principles on which it 
was formed by God himſelf, and inſtead of 
modelling the Goſpel after our own capricious 
imaginations, and paſſing judgment upon our 
Chriſtian bretheren merely for their opinions, 
apply ourſelves with diligence to work out our 
own ſalvation by a ſtrict conformity of our lives 
to the plain precepts of the expreſs word of 
God, 

To encourage and confirm us in theſe reli- 
gious ſentiments, nothing can be better cal- 
culated, than the example of the great Apoſtle 
to the gentiles, which is held out to our imita- 
tion, in the Epiſtle from whence I have taken 
the Text. Hethere takes notice of Hymeneus 
and Philetus and ſome other- teachers of the 
Goſpel, who had erred concerning the truth ; 
had even explained away the doctrine of the re- 
ſurrection of the dead, without which he in 
another place aſſures us, our Chriſtian Faith is 
vain ; and had overthrown the faith of ſome. 
But far from altering, on account of that early 
hereſy, thoſe ſimple terms of ſalvation, which 
were at firſt preached to the world, he directs 
Timothy to pay no regard to their profane and 
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vain babblings ; but, in his own inſtructions, 
to adhere to the original word of truth : re- 
minding him, that the univerſal unbelief of 
men could not leſſen the credibility of Jeſus 
Chriſt; „if we believe not, ſays he, yet he 
* abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf :” 
and that whatever misfortune the errors or in- 
fidelity of particular perſons might be to them- 
ſelves, they could by no means affect the ſtabi- 
lity of our Religion; for, adds the Apoſtle, 
„ Nevertheleſs the foundation of God ſtandeth 


* ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth 


* them that are his, and let every one that 
" 2 the name of Chriſt depart from ini- 
„ gquity.“ 

In theſe words St. Paul hath given us three 
very important pieces of inſtruction; to which 
the Chriſtian world ſeems hitherto, to have 
paid but little attention. 


From hence we may, in the firſt place, learn, 
how idle are all alarms and apprehenſions, leſt 


the ſpeculative opinions of any men whatſoever, 
when left entirely to themſelves, ſhould weaken 


the foundations of the true Church of Chriſt : 


And how worſe than idle it is, for the civil ma- 
giſtrate to interpoſe his power in ſuch caſes, 
where the temporal intereſts of ſociety are not in 


danger of being injured ; as if the Almighty 
ſrood in need of the aſſiſtance of the arm of man, 
to ſtrenghten and ſupport his cauſe (4). 

ns: Men 
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Men may indeed pervert and abuſe revealed 
Religion, as they too often do their own reaſon 
and every good gift with which a bountiful and 
gracious Creator hath bleſſed them. But they 
are not able to fight againſt God, and over- 
throw the counſels of infinite wiſdom. Their 
weak or wicked devices muſt ever of themſelves 
die away and come to nought ; whilſt the foun- 
dation of God ſtandeth ſure. For the Church 


of Chriſt is founded upon a rock; and our 


Lord himſelf hath aſſured us, that the gates of 
hell ſhall never prevail againſt it. But if for 
want of a due confidence in theſe expreſs words 
of holy Scripture, or induced even by any well- 
intended conſideration, the rulers of the world 
exert their ſecular power and authority to ſet up 
the particular interpretations of any claſs of men 
whatever, as the only true ſtandard of the 
Chriſtian Faith, unleſs they were endued with 
an infallibility of judging what is right, it is 
evident, that they may, not improbably, con- 
firm the evil they wiſh to remedy, and eſtabliſh 
that very abuſe and perverſion of our Religion, 


which they really deſign to prevent (e). 


Having aſſerted the firm ſecurity of the di- 


vine foundation of the Goſpel, the Apoſtle pro- 


ceeds to point out to us the twofold ſeal and 


mark, which is impreſſed upon every true diſ- 


ciple and follower of the bleſſed Jeſus. 
H 2 | The 
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The firſt is that internal mark, that reſigned 
confidence and ſincerely obedient diſpoſition of 
our hearts towards God, which the ſacred Scrip- 
tures call Faith; an eſſential part indeed of 
the genuine ſeal and impreſſion of true Reli- 
gion : but which, St. Paul prudently obſerves, 
is viſible only to the great ſearcher of hearts. 
The Lord, ſays the Apoſtle, knoweth them that 
are his. | 
That the fincerity and rightneſs of our Faith 
can be diſcerned by God alone; is a truth the 
molt obvious and indiſputable : becauſe none 
but the all-penetrating eye of divine omni— 
ſcience, can perceive the fecret counſels and 
hidden thoughts of the mind of man. Did the 
lips and hearts of mankind at all times ſpeak 
the fame language, we might then hope to 
judge of the reality, at leaſt, of their belief and 
confidence in God and Chriſt, by their repeti- 
tion of formal creeds and mere verbal pro- 
feſſions of their religious Faith, But we have 
too great reaſon to be convinced, that, both 
in their temporal and ſpiritual concerns, the 
practice of many people is frequently far other- 
: wile.” | 
Let us conſider the caſe of children, whom 
we, for the moſt part, teach, at a very early 
age, to repeat theſe profeſſions by rote, with 
all the ſerious compoſure of countenance, which 
is 
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is moſt certainly due to an act of piety and de- 
votion. Are the words of their mouths ex- 
preſſive of the meditations of their hearts ? By 
no means. Their tender minds are utterly in- 
capable of underſtanding the meaning of the 
words they uſe ; their memory therefore alone, 
and not their judgment, is employed in their 
repetition of our creeds; and their thoughts, 
perhaps, are at the very ſame time buſied about 
quite different things. 

It were well if this remark could with juſtice 
be applied to children only : but there are too 
good grounds to fear, that with reſpect to this 
entire ignorance of, and thoughtleſs inattention 
to, the meaning of a form of words, to which 


they have been from infancy habituated, many 


grown perſons amongſt us continue to act like 
children all their lives. 


There are others too, it is to be apprehended, 
in whom preſent intereſt, and a love of this 
world's gain, is able to blind the eyes of their 
underſtanding, or to harden and corrupt their 
hearts ; and induce them, without any rational 
examination of the truth, or even againſt their 
better knowledge aid conviction, for mere 
lucre's ſake, to join with the powers that be, in 
profeſſing any thing whatſoever (7). In the 
ſmall number of twelve Apoſtles which were at 
firſt choſen by our bleſſed Lord himſelf, we 
find, there was one, who was very far from 

being 
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54 T he Seal of the Foundation of God. 
being the faithful diſciple he profeſſed himſelf, 


and by his outward behaviour always appeared 


to be. Nay his words and action ſeemed to de- 
note his dutiful affection to his ſacred Maſter, 


in the very moment, when, for the ſordid gain 


of thirty pieces of ſilver, he was betraying him 
into the hands of thoſe enemies, who ſought 
his life. In larger ſocieties of the diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt, we may therefore reaſonably ex- 
pect to meet with proportionally more inſtances 
of hypocritical falſhood and treacherous diſſimu- 
lation, But how can any external tokens cf 
Religion, and eſpecially the adopting any verbal 
ſyſtem of belief, diſtinguiſh, theſe crafty hypo- 

crites from the honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian ? 
Believers of another kind there are, and thoſe 
perhaps the moſt numerous of all, who take 
up their particular Syſtems of Faith, and per- 
tenaciouſly adhere to them, without any exami- 
nation, merely becauſe they have been the pro- 
feſſion of their near relations and friends, or of 
many pious and learned men, of whoſe integrity 
and abilities they have conceived, (it may be 
deſervedly) a very high opinion. With all of 
this claſs, it is evident that, their verbal creeds 
are ſo far from indicating their ſincere truſt 
and confidence in Jeſus Chriſt, that they in- 
dicate nothing but a blind deference to, and 
an implicite faith in, the knowledge and vera- 
city of the friends they eſteem or the reli- 
| 12 gious 
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gious ſet in which they happen to have been 
educated. _ 

When men either at their Baptiſm, if adults, 
or, if others, at their confirmation, are for- 
mally admitted members of the general commu- 
nity of Chriſtians, it ſeems not only proper, 
but even indiſpenſably neceſſary, that, pre- 
vious to ſuch admiſſion, they ſhould make a 
frank and public acknowledgment of their 
faith in our bleſſed Saviour. But ſince even in 
this caſe men can never diſtinguiſh the true, 
from the pretended converts to our Religion, 
we ought, on all accounts, to confine ourſelves 
to thoſe plain and ſimple forms of religious pro- 
feſſion, which are delivered to us in the holy 
Scriptures, and were alone required of the firſt 
converts to Chriſtianity by o our Lord himſelf and 
his Apoſtles. 

In all other caſes the formal repetition of any 
creeds is uſeleſs to ſay the belt of it. Almighty 


God, to whom all our hearts are open and 


from whom no ſecret is hid, well knows how 
right and ſtedfaſt our Faith is in him and his 
anointed, without our ſtanding up lo many 
times a day, or ſo many times a week, to ac- 
quaint him with it, And as to our fellow- 


creatures, they cannot know us one bit the 


better for ſuch profeſſions z becauſe it is not in 
the power of man to diſcern, whether what we 
utter be the real dictates of our hearts ; the un- 
meaning 
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meaning verbiage of parrots; the ſpecious 
cant of hypocriſy; or the mere echo of our 
party. What wiſe man therefore, or what be- 
nevolent Chriſtian would wiſh to offend the con- 
ſciences of any of his weak or ſcrupulous Bre- 
theren by the public uſe of any formularies of 
belief, even though he himſelf ſhould fincerely 
approve of every thing contained in them 
The buſineſs of every man's religious faith 
is an account that can be ſettled only between 
God and his own conſcience. And therefore, 
of whatſoever kind or degree it be, we ſhould 
each of us take care to follow the wiſe counſel 
given us by St. Paul, “ haſt thou faith? have 
it to thyſelf before God.” But with reſpect 
to the faith of other men, we ſhould attend to 
another direction and expoſtulation of the ſame 
Apoſtle ; <©* who art thou that judgeſt another 
man's ſervant ? to his own maſter he ſtandeth 
or falleth :—why then doſt thou judge thy 
brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy 
brother? for we ſhall all ſtand before the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt, Therefore judge 
nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who both will bring to light the hidden 
„things of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt | 
«© the counſels of the hearts; and then ſhall | 


every man, (ho deſerves it,) have praiſe of 
God.“ 
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If then the inſpired Apoſtle to the Gentiles 
hath taught us right; if we are by no means fit 
Judges of each other; if the real faith of our 
hearts can be diſcerned by none but the Lord, 
who alone knoweth them that are his; whar 
ſhall we ſay of thoſe preſumptuous teachers of 
_ Chriſtianity, who aſſume to themſelves the di- 
vine attributes of diſcerning the hearts and pro- 
nouncing pardon upon the fins of men: who 
pretend with certainty to diſtinguiſh the only 
true and ſaving faith, and in an inſtant, even at 
the hour of death venture to aſſure the moſt a- 
bandoned profligate, that ever lived, of ſalvation 
and eternal happineſs, as ablolutely as our om- 
niſcient judge himſelf can do at the laſt day? 
Theſe men may perhaps be in earneſt and really 
think they are acting right; for the general 
prophetic mark, given us in holy Scripture, of 
the corrupt, ſeducing teachers, that were to 
ariſe in the Chriſtian Church, is, that they 
ſhould deceive others, themſelves allo being de- 
ceived. Bur if the profeſſors of faith in Chriſr, 

can ever be perſuaded to make uſe of their own 
| ſenſe and underſtanding in matters of religious 
concern, the blaſphemous arrogance of ſuch 
doctrines, inſtead of being ſo confidently aſſerted 
by ſome, and ſo credulouſly received by others, 
will be univerſally rejected with juſt cenſure and 
indignation, 


I So 
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So long as men will judge of the religious 
merit of one another by the internal and inviſible 
ſeal of faith; and more eſpecially whilſt they 
make faith itſelf to conſiſt not ſo much in a firm 
truſt. and obedient confidence in the undoubted 
word of God and his all-guiding providence, 
as in a belief of certain doctrines reſpecting his 
incomprehenſible nature ; they will often look 
upon thoſe as reprobates, who are the beſt and 


moſt faithtul ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, and of 


the higheſt value in the ſight of God, and will 
frequently ſpeak well of, and admire as $ holy, 
thoſe whom God abhorreth. 

But there is another part of that twofold ſig- 
nature and impreſſion, which St. Paul calls the 
ſeal of the ſure foundation of God, which is 
external and viſible to the whole world ; namely, 
that every one, who nameth the name of Chriſt, 
depart from iniquity. By which is meant, that 
every man, who profeſſeth the Chriſtian faith, 
mult live in the conſtant practice of all thoſe 
virtues and moral duties of our Religion, which 
are enjoined upon us in the Goſpel. 


The end for which God raiſed up his ſon 


Jelus, St. Peter tells us, was, that he might 


ſend him to bleſs us in turning away every one 
of us from his iniquities.—For this purpoſe the 
Son of God was manifeſted, faith St. John, 
that he might deſtroy the works of, the devil, 


| that i iS, all kn and wickedneſs. — And St. Paul 


aſſures 
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aſſures us, that the grace of God, that bringeth 
ſalvation, which hath now appeared to all men 
in the Goſpel, teachetn us, that denying un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts we ſhould live ſo— 
berly, righteouſly and godly. No man, there- 
fore, can have the leaſt title to the bleflings 
promiſed in the goſpel-covenant, who is not 
turned away from all iniquity and every wiltul 
lin; nor can he have any right to call himſelf 
after the name of Chriſt, who, in his general 
life and converſation, does not anſwer the great 
moral views of divine Providence 1n the revela- 
tion made to us by his means. 

Here then, the holy Apoſtle hath pointed 
out to us a certain, viſible and infallible mark, 
by which alone we can judge of the merit and 
ſincerity of any perſon's Religion. Do we, 
therefore, any where ſce a man, who profeſſes to 
believe the Goſpel, in the conſtant tenour of his 
actions and behaviour, juſt and upright, peace- 
able and good, meek and humble, mercit ul and 
long-ſuffering, charitable and kind to all his 
fellow creatures, ſober, temperate and chaſte ; 
howſoever his ſpeculative opinions may chance 
to differ from ours, we have every token cog- 
nizable by us, that he is a faithful and true 
diſciple of our Lord and Maſter ; and that his 
faith is built upon the fure foundation of God, 
It is our duty therefore to receive and love him 
as a brother, But on the contrary, wherever 
12 we 
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we find a perſon proud, revengeful, envious, 
impatient, quarrelſome, unmerciful or hard- 
hearted in his diſpoſition ; in his actions guilty 
of fraud, injuſtice, violence, extortion, adul- 
tery, fornication, drunkenneſs, or any other 


unchriſtian vice; with whatloever parade ſuch. 
an one may repeat his creeds, of whatſoever 


ſociety of Chriſtians he may proclaim himſelt a 
member, he cannot be acknowledged a member 


of the true Church of Chriſt, He wants the 


only viſible impreſſion of the ſpiritual ſeal of 
God ; and of the inviſible ſignature, (could we 
ſuppoſe them ever to be ſeparated) we can know 
nothing. 
This criterion of chriſtian goodneſs, given us 
by the Apoſtle in the text, is the very ſame 


which was originally taught the diſciples by our 


bleſſed Lord himſelf ; © a corrupt tree, ſays he, 
* cannot bring forth good fruit, nor a good 
< tree, evil fruit; men do not gather grapes 
* of thorns, nor figs of thiſtles ; wherefore by 


e their fruits ye ſhall know them.” And on an- 


other occaſion, “ in this is my father glorified, 


* that ye bear much fruit, fo ſhall ye be my 
&« diſciples.“ | 


In this laſt- cited diſcourſe, our great Maſter, 


compares himſelf to a vine and his diſciples to 


the branches; and adds, ** as the branch can- 
ce not bear fruit of itſelf except it abide in the 
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 

| * me. 
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„me. He that abideth in me and I in him, 
e the ſame bringeth forth much fruit.“ 

Now, to borrow a ſimilitude from this para- 
ble, what ſhould we think of the dreſſer of a 
vineyard, who ſhould lop off the moſt fruitful 
branches of the vine, hecauſe they happened 
not to ſhoot forth exactly in the direction which 
his caprice had determined him to approve; 
and ſhould carefully preſerve all that chanced to 
grow in that particular direction, though many 
of them perhaps were barren or yielding very 
little fruit? Yet juſt the ſame kind of wiſdom is 
theirs, who would exclude good and virtuous 
men from their Chriſtian ſociety, becauſe their 
ſpeculative notions, on ſome religious ſubjects, 
differ from the opinions they themſelves have 
embraced ; whilſt they, at the ſame time, live 
in brotkerly love and harmony with other men, 
whoſe religious profeſſions indeed they æpprove, 
as correſponding with their own, but, who are 
known to live in the wilful and habitual tranſ- 
greſſion of many of the moſt poſitive and plaineſt 

precepts of the Goſpel. | 

Loet the admonitions of our bleſſed Meier, 


and the inſtructions of his inſpired Apoſtle, 


whoſe words we have been now conſidering, at 
length correct the folly and unreaſonableneſs of 


ſuch a conduct, and teach us a more equitable 


and prudent method of eſtimating the real value 
of our Chriſtian bretheren. 
And 


L a 
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And, with reſpect to ourſelves, let us always 
remember, that we are commanded, to let the 
light of our holy Religion ſo ſhine before men, 
not, that they may hear and approve our 


words, but, that they may ſee our good works, 


be induced to imitate our virtuous example, and 
glorify our common Father, which is in heaven. 
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ANNOTATIONS 
O N 


DiscouRsE the Second. 


Page 27. (a) Should theſe Diſcourſes fall into the 
hands of any reader who has peruſed “ A charge deli- 
*< yered to the Clergy of the Archdecacony of Win- 
*+ cheſter in the year 1772,” he will perhaps remark 
the very great contraſt there is between the inference 
here drawn {I hope fairly drawn) from the nature and 
intent of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, as they are repre- 
ſented to us by the Prophets and Apoſties, and the in- 
ſinuation maintained through that whole performance, 
viz. that the people in general are incapable of 
judging whether or no the religious doctrines deli- 
vered to them by their teachers are really the doctrines 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, In p. 7th, the learned and 
ingenious Archdeacon expreſſes himſelf as follows, 
k take upon me to ſay, there are more men capa- 
e ble, in ſome competent degree, of underſtanding 
*£ Newton's Philoſophy, than of forming any judg- 
ment at all concerning the abſtruſer queſtions of 
„% Metaphyſics and Theology.” To the truth of this 
aſſertion, ſo far as Metaphyſics are concerned, I be- 
lieve every body will readily agree, and conſent to 
apply it not only to the people, but alſo to their ſpiri- 
tual Paſtors themſelves. But if, as his argument re- 
quires, the Theology here mentioned is the Theology 


wt 
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of the Goſpel, there never was a propoſition compoſed 
of terms more heterogeneous and inconſiſtent. I am 


loth to ſuppoſe that Doctor Balguy could condeſcend 
to uſe the paltry fineſſe of a Sophiſt, in order to miſlead 


the judgment of the public, for the ſake of ſerving a 
preſent purpoſe ; and am therefore at a loſs to account 
for ſo monſtrous a conjunction of things in their own 
natures ſo widely different and remote. God knows, 
and the Doctor himſelf knows too, that the firſt, and 
only authoritative teachers of Chriſtian Theology had 
quite as little to do with Metaphyſics, as they had 
with the Phyſics of Sir Iſaac Newton. In the ſuc- 


ceeding ages of the Church indeed, the converts from 


the Grecian Schools, without any authority at all, 
but from motives eaſy enough to be accounted for, 
intermixed the reveries of the different ſects of Plato - 
niſts with the ſimple doctrines of the Goſpel ; and to 
the fatal perverſion of our Religion, and the comple- 
tion of the chief prophecies of the Apoſtles of Jeſus 
Chriſt, brought that ſyſtem of metaphyſical Theology 
3nto vogue, which the civil powers of Chriſtiandom 
have ever ſince moſt convincingly demonſtrated a for- 
tiori to be the only orthodox ſyſtem. But if the 


Archdeacon is ſpeaking of this metaphylical Theology, 


why does he ſay that few are capable of underſtand- 


ing it? It is abſolutely impoſſible to be underſtood by 


any man, even by a Balguy, a Warburton, or a Locke. 
The preciſe meaning of the terms in which it is 


taught is declared to be incapable of definition; and 


propoſitions compriſed in inexplicable terms, though 
they may be adopted for the watch-word of a party, 
muſt ever be univerlally unintelligible, Whether 


there can be wiſdom of any kind in contending to ſup- 


port 


F 
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port ſuch a ſyſtem of Theology as this, I pretend nat 
to determine, but upon the authority of a very great 
prelate, whoſe opinion, I perſuade myſelf, will have 
no ſmall weight with the author of the charge, I 
dare venture to aſſert, that in the ſyſtem itſelf there is 
neither heavenly nor earthly wiſdom ; for ſays that ſa- 
gacious and learned writer, “ heavenly and earthly 
« wiſdom have this in common, to be communicable, 
© that is, to be underſtod. For to communicate non- 
<< ſenſe, which is a nothing, is no communication.“ 
Doctr. of Grace, B. 2. C. 6. P. 115. The irre- 
ſiſtible force of his Lordſhip's argument, when urged 
againſt the Myſticiſm of Methodiſts and Roſecrucians, 
muſt be acknowledged by every rational, unprejudiced 
mind. And for my own part I know not by what 
rules of Logic it can be prevented from operating with 
equal force againſt Myſticiſm of every other kind, 


even though it ſhould chance to obtain the patronage 


of the Laws. 


Page 33. (b) The only purpoſe of God in comman- 
ding this ſacrifice mentioned by the writers of either 
the Old or New Teſtament is the trial of Abraham's 
Faith. But the moſt learned and ableſt critic of mo- 
dern times imagines, that another, and that the prin- 
Cipal purpoſe of the command, is ſuggeſted to us in a 
ſingle obſcure ſentence of the Goſpel according to St. 
John. However ſince he at the ſame time acknow- 
ledges, its nature was ſuch, that, in the very 
giving of it, God did, indeed, tempt or try 
66 Abraham ;” I conceive the new interpretation, he 


hath given of this part of the Patriarch's hiſtory, 
tends not in the leaſt degree to preclude the uſe of ſuch 


arguments, as I have endeavoured to deduce from it 
in this diſcourſe. The N with which this 


eminent 
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eminent writer hath ſupported his hypotheſis, excites 
our admiration ; and the truly laudable purpoſe fot 
which it is offered to the public, demands the eſteem 
of every friend to the cauſe of revealed Religion. But 
for myſelf I freely own, it does not produce that clear 
conviction and ſatisfaction of mind, which I have re- 
ceived from other critical ſtrokes of the ſame maſterly 
hand. To me there appears a kind of inconſiſtency, 
in ſuppoling, that, on this occaſion, God “ let 
Abraham feel by experience, what it was to loſe a 


beloved ſon ;” (Div. Leg. v. 5. p. 229. 4th Ed.) 


when it is at the ſame time ſuppoſed, that he was all 
the while conſcious, he was not to loſe his ſon. 
<< For (ſays this great divine, p. 267.) as by the com- 
< mand, Abraham underſtood the nature of man's re- 
5 demption, ſo by the nature of that redemption he 
s muſt know how the ſcenical repreſentation was to 


end. Hence he muſt needs conclude one of theſe 


e two things, either that God would ſtop his hand 
<< when he came to give the ſacrificing ſtroke ; or, if 
<< the revelation of this myſtery was to be repreſented 
throughout in action, that then his ſon, ſacrificet - 
c under the perſon of Chriſt, was, under the ſame 
< perſon, ſoon to be reſtored to life.” Beſides, tb 
aſcertain the relationſhip of Type and Antitype be- 
tween any two hiſtoric facts, it ſeems not ſufficient, 
that ſome features of each ſhould bear a faint refem- 
blance when viewed in a particular light. It is fure> 
ly requiſite, that they ſhould, at leaſt, in no material 
circumſtance be totally ualike. Yet 1 apprehend, 
that, in this inſtance, the ſuppoſed type and antitype 
are, in ſeveral main points, abſolutely repugnant to 
each other, The propoſed ſacrifice of Ifaac was an 


act of piety and religious worthip ; ; but the crucifixioh 
of 
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of Jeſus Chriſt was an act of the moſt atrocious im- 
piety and malicious cruelty. Iſaac was doomed to die 
by the hands of a loving father, at the juſt command 
of God, who had an indiſputable right to take back 
the lite he himſelf had given, in whatever way he 
pleaſed; Jeſus Chriſt was put to death by arbitrary, 
unfeeling Pagans, at the iniquitous requeſt of the 
Jews, in oppoſition to the expreſs command of God, 
as well as to all the natural rights of men. In the 
caſe of Iſaac, the whole merit of the tranſaction con- 
ſiſted in the faithful obedience of the father who 
offered the ſacrifice; in that of Chriſt, in the faĩthful 
obedience of the ſon, the ſlaughtered victim, who we 
are told acquired his preſent glorious ſtate of exalta- 
tion, by being “ obedient unto death, even the death 
of the Croſs.” After all, I muſt confeſs, I am 
very far from being a competent judge of this matter. 
Having been led to reject every ſpecies of metaphyſical 
divinity, I draw my notions of the doctrine of re- 
demption from the Scriptures only, without the aid of 
any theological ſyſtem whatſoever : and I perceive 
his Lordſhip, when he ſpeaks of the myſtery of man's 
redemption by the, ſacrifice of Chriſt, means more 
than I at preſent underſtand, or think warranted by 
the Scriptures. For which reaſon, as it ſeems to be 
the chief ground, on which he hath erected this new 
ſtructure of interpretation, I long impatiently for the 
publication of the gth book of the Divine Legation, 
hoping that there I ſhall ſee a full revelation of this 
myſtery, and find every difficulty removed. 

Page 35. (c) This diſcourſe was preached in 
March 1772, ſoon after the daily papers had publiſhed 


the debates of the Houſe of Commons upon the ill- 
K 2 "as 
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fated petition of certain heterodox Clergymen and 
others. The ſpeech alluded to was, I think, attri- 
buted to Lord F but no kind of reflexion was 
here intended upon the ſuppoſed noble ſpeaker. The 
truth of the remark (which, according to my ideas of 
things, ought to have led him and the whole majori- 
ty of that memorable day to a very different conclu- 
| hon) is too notorious to be conteſted. 
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ANNOTATIONS 
7, 
DisCcoURSE the Third. 


Page 50. (4) Here again it is my fortune to differ, 
toto cœlo, from the very learned Archdeacon, whoſe 
charge I have before had occaſion to take notice of. 
In oppoſition to a late petition of ſome fellow- ſervants 
of the ſame common Lord and Maſter with himſelf, 
his Bretheren in Chriſt Jeſus, whom he thinks proper 
to diſtinguiſh by the brotherly titles of our adverſaries 
and our enemies, he undertakes to prove, that this very 
interpoſition of the civil magiſtrate is not expedient 
only, but neceſſary, and his method of proof is one 
of the moſt extraordinary I remember to have ſeen. 

By a kind of logical legerdemain, he ſets out with 
changing the moſt ſignificant term of the true queſ- 
tion, and for different opinions of the teachers of one and 
the ſame Religion, puts different Religions ; and aſks, 
whether it be fit for Government (a Chri/tian Go- 
* ernment) to employ and reward equally the Mi- 
 * niſters of all Religions, even the Miniſters of Jupiter 
„and Mahomet ?”—This queſtion I leave for thoſe 
to anſwer, whom it may concern ; if indeed it can 
concern any body. But in order to eſtimate the juſt 
weight of his main argument tated inp. 5. I hope I 
may be allowed to -extricate it from the confuſed falſe 

light 
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light in which this rhetorical manceuvre hath placed 
it ; and exhibit it in the only form in which it can 
reaſonably anſwer the avowed purpoſe of the charge. 
If the Magiſtrate ſupports, without diſtinQion, 
cc Chriſtian teachers of all opinions; theſe three con- 
& ſequences will be unavoidable. He muſt ſupport 
c teacher of oppoſite opinions. He muſt ſupport 
<« teachers of hurtful opinions. He muſt ſupport 
teachers of ſuch e as are directly ſubverſive 
& of his own authority.“ 


In ſtating theſe three conſequences, Doctor Balguy 
has drawn a line, which is the true boundary of the 
civil Magiſtrate's province in matters of religious 
opinion; beyond which whenſoever he extends his 
authority, he is guilty of a very criminal tranſgreſſion. 
The various opinions of profeſſed Chriſtians are here 
diſtinguiſhed into ſuch as are innocent with reſpect to 
the temporal affairs of men, though oppoſite in them- 
ſelves ; and ſuch as are injurious to Society and even 
ſubverſive of all civil Government.—PFor the civil 
Magiſtrate to diſcourage and by all fair means to pre- 
vent the propagation of doctrines of the two laſt 
_ claſſes, is to obey the firſt great natural Law of ſelf- 
preſervation ; an indiſpenſible Law, equal in autho- 
rity, and prior in date, to every Law of revealed Re- 
ligion. And fince it could be on the principles of 
that Law only, that the Petitioners propoſed to give 
the Legiſlature any ſecurity which ſhould be thought 
ſufficient againſt Popery; a very ſmall degree of 
cither charity or candour, will ſurely lead us to con- 
clude, that if the tenets of any other hereſy of 
Chriſtians are likewiſe pernicious to the ſtate ; they 
muſt, upon the very ſame principles, acknowledge 

the 
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the natural right of Government to require from the 
teachers it ſuppports an abjuration of thoſe tenets alſo. 
At the ſame time it ſhould be obſerved that this right 
of the civil magiſtrate extends only to ſuch doctrines 
as are certainly and directly hurtful to the Society he 
governs; and reaches not to thoſe whoſe evil conſe- 
quences are deduced by fanciful implication only: 
becauſe his power and authority are always ſufficient, 


by the wiſe puniſhment of actual tranſgreſſors of the 


neceſſary Laws of the ſtate, to prevent or remedy 
every miſchief to be apprehended _ contingencies 
merely poſſible. 

The only part of the Archdeacon's argument then 
which deſerves attention is the firſt of theſe three con- 
ſequences, viz. that without the interpoſition of the 


civil power to eſtabliſh particular theological opinions, 


even upon points that affect not the civil intereſts of 
Society, the Miniſters of our Religion would be of 
oppoſite opinions in thoſe indifferent matters and of 


courſe teach oppoſite doctrines concerning them. 


The harm that would enſue from indulging our pub- 
lic teachers with ſuch a liberty, he affirms, would be 
univerſal Irreligion : and I affirm, that the depriving 


them of it, muft inevitably produce hypocritical 
diſſimulation in many of the ableſt of thoſe teachers, 


and ſuch a general ſuperſtition amongſt the people as 
is the bane of all valuable and true Religion. But I 


hope the time of giving implicit credit to the mere 
aſſeveration of any man or number of men whatſoever 
is now over; and therefore beg leave to appeal to real 
facts, as the beſt confirmation of the truth or falſehood 


of either of theſe poſitions. 


In 
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In the earlieſt ages of the Goſpel we find, that even 


the Apoſtles themſelves, upon ſome points, main- 


tained opinions oppoſite to each other. We cannot 
wonder therefore that the Chriſtians of ſucceeding 
ages ſhould differ ſtill more widely. It is evident in- 
deed, that about things not noticed at all, or not 


clearly taught us in the expreſs words of revelation, 


Chriſtians muſt continue to be of different opinions, 


as long as they continue to be men. During three 


entire centuries this diverſity of opinion amongſt the 


teachers of Chriſtianity ſubſiſted uncontrouled by the 


interpoſition of any civil magiſtrate. And was the 
effect ſo pernicious as the learned Doctor apprehends ? 
Did Irreligion prevail znzverſally or even partially in 
any Societies of Chriſtians ? Far from it. The Reli- 
gion, that is, the moral obligation of the Goſpel 


operated then with ſuch force upon the lives of its 
profeſſors in general, that not only the appeals of 


Chriſtian Apologiſts, but the teſtimony of the moſt 


reſpectable Heathen writers aſſure us of the conſtant 
virtuous innocence and moral purity of the Chriſtians 
of thoſe times. 


In the beginning of the fourth century Conſtantine 


formed the fatal ſcheme of eſtabliſhing an uniformity 


of theological opinion, which all ſuccecding gover- 


nors of Chriſtiandom have unhappily adopted. And 
what were the effects of this well-intended interpoſi- 


tion? The animoſity of the theological diſputants 
was thereby ſo far increaſed, as ſoon to eradicate 
every footſtep of Chriſtian morality, and even of 


humanity itſelf out of their diſpoſition : the long- 


continued ſcene of eccleſiaſtical tumult, violence and 
murder, which followed the decrees of the firſt ge- 
neral 
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neral council, is a moſt melancholy demonſtration, 
that the authority and arm of man can never eſtabliſh 
the righteouſneſs of God. Even a ſemblance of the 
propoſed uniformity could not be obtained, till, by 
degrees, Europe was overſpread with that thick cloud 
of ignorance and ſuperſtition, which hung over it 
during ſeveral centuries, and like a ſtupor totally de- 
prived the body of the Chriſtian Church, of the ſpirit 
of Religion, and left only its external form and ap- 
pearance, men preſerved indeed the form of godlineſs, 
but ſhewed no power of it in its moral influence upon 
their lives. 


With the providential revival of learning by the in- 
vention of the art of printing, men recovered the uſe 
of their reaſon and underſtanding in matters of reli- 
gious concern ; and immediately, in defiance of the 
authority of the civil Magiſtrate, theological contro- 
verſies were then every where renewed, and ſcenes 
of tumultuous diſorder and inhuman bloodſhed were 
again acted over upon the eccleſiaſtical ſtage. But 
the fort of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm conſiſts en- 
tirely in ignorance. It was not poſlſible therefore, 
that things ſhould long continue in that unnatural 
ſtate ; whilſt the relioration of letters and the ſyn- 
chronal cxtenſion of commerce, in conſequence of the 
diſcovery of the weſtern continent, proceeded daily 
to diffuſe light and knowledge amongſt all orders of 
the people. At lenpth ſtateſmen grew too wiſe to be 
the dupes of ſpiritual pride and ambition; and too po- 
litic to ſacrifice, either by death or by expulſion, the 


moſt valuable members of the community to the 
blind frantic zeal of mercileſs, inhuman bigots. 
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Perſecution for conſcience ſake is therefore now no 
longer encouraged : and the manners of the European 
ſtates are become tolerant, even againſt the ſpirit of 
their Jaws and of their ſuperſtition. 


In 6ur country a ſmall degree of toleration is 
granted by law; that is to ſay, Chriſtians are upon 
certain terms permitted to worſhip God and receive 
religious inſtruction, without adopting the Liturgy, 
rites and ceremonies of the eſtabliſhed Church : but 
{till all Chriſtian teachers whatſoever are bound to 
profeſs an uniformity of opinion, in the very ſame 
points of metaphyſical theology, which were of old, 
fo ſatisfaftorily decided by the authority of Roman 


Emperors and the decrees of general councils ; 


though they have not the leaſt concern with the 


affairs of this world and are declared to be above the 
reach of human underſtanding, and this interpoſition 


of the Legiſlature (at leaſt within the limits of the 
eſtabliſhed Church) Doctor Balguy thinks abſolute- 


ly neceſſary to prevent univerſal Irreligion. Let us 


conſider therefore in what manner it is experimentally 
found to operate. 

If what is called Religion conſiſts only in adopting 
a theological ſyſtem, and in ſuch ceremonial perfor- 
mances as are uſually named acts of devotion, and is 
of no efficacy in ſweetening our tempers, regulating 
our paſſions and directing our conduct, every thinking 
man will deem it ſuperſtition : and in times of great 


national wealth and luxurious diſſipation, ſuperſtition 


muſt naturally degenerate, either into avowed Irreli- 
gion or into Hypocriſy, which is far worſe. The Re- 
ligion therefore of any people can be rightly judged of, 

only 
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only from the viſiole effects it has upon their morals 


and diſpoſitions. And are theſe effects as great and 
general upon Chriſtians under an eſtabliſhed ſyſtem 
of Theology, as they were in the three firſt centuries, 
when their opinions and doctrines were left free and 
unreſtrained ? — Would God they were | — Several 
good and virtuous characters may . undoubtedly be 
found amongſt us; and ſo there may in every Pagan 
nation under heaven: but if we ſurvey the bulk of 


the people of all ranks, the pure morality of the early 


Chriſtians is no where to be found. The faith both 
of paſtors and people is and, in ſuch circumſtances as 
ours, muſt be founded more upon authority than reaſon 
and faith, which is not received with the heart, that 
is, with the underſtanding, can never produce Chriſti- 
an righteouſneſs. This interpoſition of the Legiſla- 
ture therefore by diſcouraging and preventing a ra- 
tional inveſtigation of the fundamental articles of our 
faith, propagates incomprehenſible ſuperſtition, in- 
ſtead of reaſonable Religion, and not only weakens 
in moſt cafes, but in many, utterly deſtroys the mo- 
ral efficacy of Chriſt's Goſpel, which is its greateſt, 
if not its only excellence, and the ſole purpoſe for 
which it was miraculouſly preached to the world. 
But though the majority of the people are content 
with the grimace of religious ceremonies, and go on 
without one manly reflexion upon either their faith or 


practice? yet there re always many g a more liberal 


turn of mind, who will bring the eſtaviiined doctrines 
to the teſt of rational examination ; and of theſe the 


far greater part finding in them many things revolting 


even to common ſenſe ; and concluding, upon the 
L 2 credit 
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credit of general counſels of the clergy, ſupported by 


the authority of the whole Legiſlature, that they are 
doctrines really taught us in the ſacred Scriptures 
precipitately reject them and all revealed Religion to- 


_ gether, as a mere fabulous impoſition upon the cre- 


dulity of the herd of mankind. So that with this 
claſs of men, the attempt to eſtabliſh an uniformity 
of theological opinion, inſtead of preventing, is the 
very cauſe of Infidelity and Irreligion: and as it leaves 
without any principles at all, men whoſe example, 
for the moſt part, is the object of a very extenſive 
imitation, the injury done the cauſe of morality and 
true Religion is beyond expreſſion great. With 


reſpect to the Miniſters of Religion themſelves, I mean 


the few who ever ſeriouſly ſtudy theſe eſtabliſhed 
points of belief, it is certain, that their ſentiments 
concerning them, inſtead of being uniform, are va- 
rious and contradictory to each other ; and as they 


cannot conform their opinions to the articles, and, 


it may be, know not how to ſubſiſt without the emo- 
luments of their miniſtry, they are too often induced 
to uſe ſuch ſophiſtry and equivocation, in order to ac- 


commodate the articles to their opinions, as a liberal, 


not to ſay a Chriſtian, mind ſhould be aſhamed of: 

and after all, ſeveral of them are known and more 
ſuſpected to be guilty of ſuch an hypocritical diſſimu- 
lation of their real ſentiments in the diſcharge of the 
public miniſtry, as gives ſtrength and courage to in- 


fidelity, and contributes in no ſmall degree to the pro- 


motion of actual Irreligion. | 
Theſe evils do and ever will attend the vain endea- 


vours of the civil power, (for vain they muſt inevita- 
bly be) to eſtabliſh an ener of religious opi- 
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nion in matters, which belong not to the province of 
the Magiſtrate. But there is an uniformity, of an- 
other kind, on all accounts highly deſirable, and 
which, I think, it is in the power of Government 
very eaſily to eſtabliſh ; I mean an uniformity of pub- 
lic worſhip. Chriſtians of all denominations muſt 
neceſſarily agree in every eſſential article of our Reli- 


gion; they have all but one Lord, one Faith, one 


God the common Father of them all. Who then, 
that is himſelf a Chriſtian, does not devoutly wiſh to 
ſee them all live and love like bretheren ? and when 
we obſerve the union and attachment which naturally 
ariſes amongſt thoſe who frequent the ſame religious 
aſſemblies ; who would not rejoice to ſee the diſ- 


| Jointed ſcattered members of the Chriſtian Church 


united again in one body ; and the beauty of holineſs 
made perfect in the unanimous concurrence of all the 
inhabitants of every particular diſtrict in the ſame 
place and mode of worſhip : 

Important as ſuch an event muſt be to the cauſe of 


true Religion and ſocial happineſs, it is far from being 


beyond the power of Government to accompliſh it, 
and ſhould we ever have a Legiſlature wiſe and good 


enough to diſregard the unavoidable differences of 


men in thoſe religious opinions, which concern not 
the temporal intereſts of the ſtate ; to abandon the too 


much boaſted models of a ſuperſtitious and corrupt 


antiquity ; and reduce all the rites and public ſervice 
of the Church to the juſt ſtandard of thoſe plain and 
ſimple rules preſcribed to us in the writings of the 
apoſtles, conſulting ſenſe, propriety and decency in 
all our forms, but carefully avoiding a reference to 


any controverted points of Theology; I believe one 


might 
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might ſafely venture to predict, that in the courſe of 
two or three generations there would ſcarce be one 
diſſenting congregation in the kingdom. On the con- 
trary, ſhould the equity of our Governours at length 


incline them to grant the prayer of the Diſſenters, and 


paſs the bill ſolicited in their favour, whilſt they ſtill 
perſiſt in maintaining in their preſent ſtate, the liturgy 
and articles of the eſtabliſhed Church, there is great 
reaſon to apprehend, that within leſs than the ſame 
period of time, none of liberal education will be found 
to ſupply the public miniſtry of that Church, but 
either viſionary enthuſtaſts or men who, really having 
no Religion at all, can wear the maſk of hypocriſy to 
promote their temporal views, and act any part for 
gain. 

Page 5x1. (e) If J have any juſt conception of the 
meaning of the Chriſtian prophecies, this hath 
actually been the caſe in every country, where the 
civil power hath eſtabliſhed any particular mode of 


religious belief. And when I hear well- meaning 


divines, who are, with reaſon, conviaced, that thoſe 
prophecies are, in good part, already fulfilled, en- 
quiring where antichriſt is to be found; I am always 
tempted to anſwer, Here : and he eſcapes detection, 
only becauſe he is not ſuſpected to be here. 
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Page 53. (,] That the alluring intereſts of the 
preſent world have had a very wrong and powerful 
influence over the conduct of many of the molt re- 
ſpectable characters amongſt the clergy, inducing 

them 
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them publicly to declare their aſſent to eſtabliſhed 
doctrines, which in their hearts they diſapproved of 
and diſbelieved, is very clearly evinced by the follow- 
ing curious epiſtle, with a copy of which I was fa+ 
voured, in the moſt polite and obliging manner, by 
Captain Tinker of my Lord Cornwallis's regiment, 
who tranſcribed it from the original in the poſſeſſion 
of Mr. Mapletoft of Chertſey in Surry, grand-ſon of 
the Gentleman to whom it is addreſſed. It was 
written by Dr. Simon Patrick (then Dean of Peter- 
borough, but afterwards ſucceſſively Biſhop of Chi- 
cheſter and Ely, and well known to the learned 
world by his Commentaries upon the holy Scriptures 
and many other works) to Door Mapletoft, who 
had been educated for the clerical profeſſion at Tri- 
nity College, Cambridge; but, having practiſed 


Phyſic during the civil wars, had had time for re- 


flexion, and upon his being tempted at laſt to take 
orders, by a preſentation to the living of Braybrook 
in Northamptonſhire, found it difficult to ſatisfy his 
own ſcruples about ſubſcribing to the eſtabliſhed arti- 
cles of Religion. It is addreſſed thus, 


To my Honoured Friend Dr. MarTErorr, theſe, 


at Fauxly, to be left with the Poſt-Maſter at 


Daventree. 


« My Lord of Peterborough will be ready to or- 


<< dain you at the time appointed March 3d, before 


„ which I ſuppoſe you will be here to procure a fa- 


<* culty to enable him to do it; or give me order to 
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get one againſt you come — ] believe inſtitution is 
* ſufficient to prevent a lapſe, induction being ne- 
« ceſlary only to entitle you to the profits of the be- 
© nefice, — But it is beſt to conſult the words of the 
te ſtatute, which I have not by me. — I always took 
< the articles to be articles of communion only; and 


© fo Biſhop Bramhall expreſsly maintains againſt 


& the pretended Biſhop of Chalcedon; and I remem- 
& ber well, that Biſhop Saunderſon, when thg king 
& was firſt reſtored, received the ſubſcription of an 
% acquaintance of mine, which, he declared, was 
& not to them as articles of Faith, but peace, —E 
& think you need make no ſcruple of that matter, 
c becauſe all that I know ſo underſtand the meaning 


« of ſubſcription, and upon other terms would not 
% ſubſcribe. I remain 


Feb. 8th, 1682-3. Yours, 
SIMON PATRICE. 
* You muſt not trouble the Biſhop, with any 
c ſuch declaration at your TIO; for he is a 
very touchy and ſcrupulous man. 


The peruſal of this letter will ſuggeſt many im- 


portant reflections to the judicious reader. I ſhall 


only obſerve that Doctor Patrick here profeſſes to de- 
liver not his own ſentiments alone, but thoſe alſo 
of all his acquaintance, which from the rank he held 
both in the Church and in the Republic of Letters, 
muſt have included moſt of the principal and leading 


men amongſt the clergy of thoſe times. Now no- 


thing can be more obvious than that whatever is agree- - 
able to the word of God is without all controverſy an 
article of Faith, and as the very words to which 

__ every 
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every man's ſubſcription is made, are, © that he 
„ acknowledgeth all and every the thirty-nine Arti- 
<« cles to be agreeable to the word of God,” his ſub- 
ſcription, itſelf is undoubtedly an acknowledgement, 
that all the doctrinal articles are articles of Faith. 
When therefore the good Doctor informs us, that he 
and all his friends, always too the articles to be articles 
of communion and peace only, and that they would on 
no terms ſubſcribe to them as articles of Faith, and 
perſuades his correſpondent to ſubſcribe in the ſame 
ſenſe as they did; all I can underſtand him to mean 
is, that they acknowledged the articles to be agrecable 
to the word of God, though they were well con- 
vinced they were not ſo, merely becauſe the Legiſla- 
ture required ſuch an acknowledgement as the only 
means whereby they could partake of the Communion 
of Church- preferments, and *** their eccleſiaſtical 
dignities in Peace. | 

Whether ſuch mental reſervation and equivocating 
diſſimulation as is here owned and recommended, be 
more worthy the Miniſters of a Proteſtant Church 
or the Diſciples of Ignatius of Loyala, I leave the 
Reader to determine. The Dean's letter certainly 
gives us a very ſatisfactory idea of the opinion which 
men of the greateſt learning and abilities had of the 
Articles from the Reſtoration to the Revolution. 
And by the great pains ſo many writers of eminence 
have taken ſince that laſt period, from Biſhop Burnet 
to Archdeacon Tottie, to explain away the obvious 
ſenſe of ſeveral Articles, and to lay down ſuch rules 
for interpreting them, as would equally accommodate 
them to the Calviniſt and the Arminian, to the Atha- 
naſian and the Arian, and even to the Socinian him- 


M | ſelf, 
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ſelf, as well as from ſome other circurnſtances, there 
is good reaſon to believe, that the thinking part of 
the Clergy of the preſent centuty have been no 
better ſatisfied with the eſtabliſhed Articles of Reli- 
gion than their predeceſſors of the laſt. Yet ſtil! 


they go on to ſubſcribe their acknowledgment ex 


animo, that they are all and every of them agreeable to 
the word of God, and, it is to be feared, will continue 
to do fo, to their own diſhonour and the unſpeakable 


detriment of the cauſe of true Religion, ſo long as the 


| Legiſlature ſhall think fit to require ſuch an acknow- 


ledgment, as the indiſpenſible condition of all en 
ſiaſtical promotion. 
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